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In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 


Allah 4€ says: (If you fear that you will not be able to deal 
justly with the orphans, marry women of your choice, two 
or three or four; but if you fear that you shall not be able to 
deal justly (with them), then only one or (the captives or the 
slaves) that your right hands possess. That will be more 
suitable to prevent you from doing injustice) (An-Nisa’: 3). 


INTRODUCTION 


Praise be to Allah 4 who has prescribed for His Servants a 
religion (Islam) that is beneficial to them in this world and the 
Hereafter, and Peace and Blessing be upon His Messengers and 
Prophets who were guided by His Guidance and conveyed His 
Religion. The last and seal of His Messengers was Muhammad 
Tbn Abdillah #&. He & was the best to advise his Ummah and 
convey the True Message, by words, deeds and his character, 
He & was the best model and example for the believers, 


Our modem time is regarded as the era where different cultures 
and civilizations meet, information is abridged and minds and 
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thoughts are impregnated towards different directions and 
orientations, because of the high-speed means of 
communications. If an event takes place in the ends of this vast 
universe, people will definitely hear it on the other side of the 
world in no time; and if an idea or invention is discovered 
somewhere in this world, it will be quickly spread out to the 
other side and people will start talking about it, either 
positively or negatively. In short, “the modern information 
media has changed the world into a small village.” ' 


Therefore, Muslims in general, and scholars in particular, must 
be very aware of this reality and conscious of the rapid changes 
that take place around them. They must acquire knowledge and 
understanding from the Book of Allah 4% and the Sunnah of 
His Messenger #, in order to be able to challenge the alien 
modern cultures and programmes that are transmitted via 
television, radio, newspapers, ete. No one can deny that these 
programmes and cultures contain the good and the bad, the 
beneficial and harmful, so Muslims should take the good and 
beneficial and reject the bad and harmful. At the same time, 


' Statement made by Marshall Maclohan, “Al-Wahdah al-Arabiyyah” 
magazine, Issue 45, 1988. 
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they should send to the West the Islamic values and principles 
and the True Shari'ah that is in harmony with human instinct, 
soul, body and emotion. This will enable the Western man to 
achieve a balanced life, between his spirit’s needs and his 
body’s desires, leading him to have a happy life in this world 
and enormous reward in the Hereafter. 


One of the religious issues that has attracted different opinions 
and is still under discussion nowadays is the issue of polygamy 
in Islam and the obvious questions that it involves, such as the 
wisdom behind polygamy and whether it agrees with the 
modern ideology and the necessities of the modern time, and 
most importantly the wives of the Prophet #. 


However, the reader will soon find out that all the problems 
that have been discussed and which have caused much pain and 
sufferance are only caused by the alienation of modern man 
from Allah's Guidance and Course. Modern man has taken the 
wrong path and followed the man-made laws and western 
principles; or more precisely, he has embraced the westem 
ethics, values and way of life, instead of Allah’s laws and 
Islamic principles. This leads modern man to look at polygamy 
as a strange thing and an unusual practice, whereas having 
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different girlfriends becomes normal and acceptable. 
Accordingly, this view has corrupted his heart and mind. The 
French Philosopher, Roger Garaudy, who embraced Islam, 
said; “Europe is suffering from an illness and you are (i.e. 
Islamic Shari‘ah) well, and it is a huge mistake to imitate a sick 
person.” 


As a result, modem man starts looking at things differently, 
because his nature and instinct (Fitrah) is corrupt, so he sees 
Ma'ruf as Munkar and vice versa. Some Muslims might find it 
difficult to explain and defend the Islamic Shari'ah with regard 
to polygamy in Islam, and some might even have doubt 
whether it is still appropriate to practise polygamy in our 
modern time. 

However, our Muslim scholars have thoroughly discussed the 
issue of polygamy, but with a different approach and style that 
was compatible with their time and circumstances, which are 
completely different from our modem era. 


Therefore, 1 have collected all the information and various 
opinions regarding the issue of polygamy in this book, in order 
to help Muslims, as well non-Muslim intellectuals, recognize 


the scientific facts, accompanied with proofs and evidence, of 
the benefits of the Islamic Shari'ah, and to ward off the 
misconceptions and doubts of the enemies of Islam raised 


against polygamy and the Prophet #8. 


I hope that this book will enlighten the hearts of the opponents 
of Islam and free their minds from any misconception or false 
impression. | wish that they will read my book with clear- 
sighted minds, with the intention of those who are looking for 


truth. 


SECTION ONE 
WOMAN: GENRAL VIEW 


It is worth mentioning the status of woman throughout history 
and compare that to what Islam has done for her, until she has 
reached the highest status and position, which she could never 
have dreamed of. In the past, woman used to live in dire 
circumstances and slavery; and under modern laws, she is not 
better off either. Because man is the law- maker during the 
whole of human history and woman must succumb to those 
laws. Whether she likes it or not; she has no choice. Woman 
should know that Allah 4% has given her all her rights and His 
Laws have honoured her and raised her status; at the same time 
she has responsibilities and obligations to fulfill, as well. Allah 
# says, (and they (women) have rights similar to those (of 
men) over them in kindness) *. Allah % is Just and Wise, He 
is the Lord of women, men and the whole world, 


? Surat Al-Bagarah: Verse 228. 


Therefore, woman, Muslim or non-Muslim, should call for the 
implementation of the Shari’ah laws, in order to achieve her 
real freedom and feel a complete and overwhelming happiness, 
whether she is a wife, mother or a daughter. Even Western 
woman, today, wishes to have the same rights as Muslim 
women, under the rule of an Islamic state; Allah 3% says (Who 
is better than Allah for judgment to a people who have 
certainty (in their belief)?) *. 


1- The Status of Woman during Greek Civilisation: 


In the fourth and fifth century B.C, (before Christ) and during 
the Greeks’ peak of power, woman was a degraded creature 
and after marriage she was regarded as a thing and not as a 
human being. Apart from the pleasure, which she brought to 
men, she was never duly respected as a human being worthy of 
dignity. She had no right to marry herself and her guardian had 
to opt for the highest dowry, because once she moved to her 
husband’s home, she became a permanent servant. If she had 


contact with any one, her husband would kill her, without 


* Surat al-Ma'idah: Verse 50. 


being charged; whereas he was allowed to have sexual 
intercourse with prostitutes and could even bring his girlfriend 
home, with full knowledge of his wife. 


It is worth mentioning a small comparison between the status 
of woman during the Greek civilisation and in Islam, where the 
Qur'an has forbidden men to have girlfriends and women to 
take boyfriends, and has also forbidden men to look at foreign 
women and women to look at foreign men. Allah a says: (Tell 
the believing men to lower their gaze and be modest) and 
He % says, (tell the believing women to lower their gaze 
and be modest) ‘, There is no way one can compare the 
Islamic just law to the unjust Greek law! 


Back again to the status of woman during the height of Greek 
civilisation; if the husband got fed up with his wife, he 
divorced her, but did not release her in kindness; instead he 
gave her to any man of his choice. This resulted in the spread 
of prostitution, so women were forced to sell their honour and 
chastity for survival. She was so degraded that they used to call 
her an infamy of Satan’s handiwork. From a legal position, 
they were regarded as ornaments in social meetings and also 


* Surat an-Nur: Verses 30-31. 


mere objects of recreation which the rich and the self-indulgent 
desired to boastfully display. They used to be bought and sold 
in public markets, without freedom and civil rights, and could 


not do anything without the consent of men. 


2- The Status of Woman in the Law of Hamurabi: 


She was regarded as an owned animal, to the extent that if a 
man killed someone's else daughter, he had to offer his own 


daughter to be killed or owned. 


3- The Status of Woman during the Romans: 


Man had absolute authority over his wife; he owned her like he 
owned property, just by putting his hand on her, She had no 


freedom to choose her husband and no rights to anything. 


4- The Status of Woman during the Persian Empire: 

She was regarded as a piece of goods and was sold as a slave, 
She had no rights and Persian law allowed the selling and 
buying of women in public markets. Worse than that, it 


allowed men to marry their mothers, sisters, and aunts; and 


men had absolute authority over women, treating them like 
Property, 


5- The Status of Woman in the Indian Civilisation: 

The Indian people were ruled by the law of Manu. Under this 
law, the woman had no right to be independent from her father 
or husband, because she was considered incapable and legally a 
minor all her life. After the death of her husband, she had no 
right to live, but should be burned alive with her deceased 
husband. According to Hindu law; “There is nothing worse 
than women; endurance, death, hell, poison and snakes are less 


worse than women.” 


6- The Status of Woman in the Japanese Civilisation: 
Women were regarded as a property and merchandise; the 
Japanese laws allowed the selling and hiring of women. They 
remained in that position until this law was abolished in 1875. 


7- The Status of Woman in the Chinese Civilisation: 
‘Women were regarded as ornaments in social meetings and 
mere objects of recreation and pleasure. This kind of treatment 


towards women was so widespread that the Chinese Emperor, 
Kon, had about thirty thousands women in his palace. 


8- The Status of Woman in the Jewish Tradition: 

‘The Jews regard woman as a curse, because she tempted Adam 
‘al, The Torah stated: “Woman is more bitter than death and 
the righteous person before Allah is the one who saves himself 
from her.” 


9- The Status of Woman in the Christian Tradition: 


Christian Priests have decided that marriage is impure, so men 
should keep away from getting married. They have also 
decided that celibacy is more honoured in Allah's Sight than 
marriage. As one can see, this corrupt belief has led to the 
spread of sexual repression; and worse still, it was infiltrated 
into our countries and taught to our Muslim generations. 
However, we Muslims, consider marriage as a form of worship 
to Allah 4@ that we get rewarded for, and not as something 
impure. The Prophet #% was asked: “Messenger of Allah, is 
there reward for him who satisfies his sexual passion among 
us? He 4% said: “Tell me, if he were to devote it to something 
forbidden, would it not be a sin on his part? Similarly, if he 


Were to devote it to something lawful, he should have a 
reward.” * 


The Church even declared that woman is a Satan. She was 
represented as the door of Hell, as the mother of all human ills. 
She should be ashamed at the very thought that she is a 
woman. She should live in continual penance on account of the 
curses she has brought upon the world. She should be ashamed 
of her dress, for it is the memorial of her fall. She should be 
especially ashamed of her beauty, for it is the most potent 
instrument of the devil. 


One of the most scathing of these attacks on woman is that of 
Tertullian: “Do you know that you are each an Eve? The 
sentence of God on this sex of yours lives in this age: the guilt 
must of necessity live too. You are the devil’s gateway; you are 
the unsealer of that forbidden tree; you are the first deserters of 
the divine law; you are she who persuades him whom the devil 
was not valiant enough to attack. You destroyed so casily 
God's image, man." The Church, clearly, affirmed the inferior 
status of woman, and deprived her of all legal rights. 


* Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, 
12 


Christian scholars and philosophers argued amongst 
themselves over the nature of women by asking the following 
questions: Does she possess a soul or not? And if yes, is this 
soul of a human or animal nature? Assuming that she has a 
human soul, is her social and human standing in relation to 
man that of a slave or a little better? Finally they agreed among 
themselves that woman has a human soul, but not the 


redemptive soul, except Mary, mother of Jesus #3. 


10- The Status of Woman in England: 
Women in England were prevented from education and until 
1805, the English law allowed men to sell their wives, who 


were sold for as little as six pence. 


11- The Status of Woman after the French Revolution: 

At the end of the 18" century the French Revolution took place 
and declared the liberation of human being from slavery and 
degradation, except for women. The French Civil law 
stipulated that the woman was not qualified for business deals 
and contracting, without the consent of her father if she was not 
married. This law continued in existence until 1938, 


12- The Status of Woman in Pre-Islamic Jahiliyyah: 

The Arabian Peninsula was the centre of commerce and culture 
between East and West, and the cradle of religions since 
Tbrahim, Moses and Jesus #8. So, no wonder there were all 
kinds of marriage, such as polygamy, Mut’ah®, Shighaar’, and 
the practice of burying female children alive (Wa'd) and 
considering women as property inherited by children from their 
fathers. 


The following is a brief aspect of women’s status in pre- 
Islamic Jahiliyyah: 


1- Woman in general had no role to play, except in some 
powerful tribes. 

2- She had no right for inheritance, because the whole 
bequest went to the male as they were the ones to 
support the tribe and fight in wars. 


© Mut'alr: temporary marriage, which is forbidden in Sunni Figh; severance 
gift after divorce. 

‘Shighaar: forbidden form of marriage agreement whereby a man gave 
his daughter in marriage to another man who in return gave his daughter in 
marriage to him, without either of them paying any mahr to their respective 
brides. 
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3- Paternal relationship was given precedence, whereas 
the matemal was not considered. 

4- Lineage was confirmed by many ways, such as legal 
and illegal marriage, fornication, and adoption, which 
was widespread among Arabs, as it was among the 
Romans. A man could adopt as many children as he 
possibly wanted, and would consider them as his lawful 
children, having the same rights as his own. 

5- A man had the right to marry as many women as he 
wanted; some would marry ten, and some more. 

6- The woman had no honour and dignity in her husband's 
house; in some tribes, if a man died and left male 
offspring from another woman, the eldest son would 
inherit his father’s wife (who is not his mother) and 
even marry her without a marriage certificate. This was 
forbidden when Islam ruled Arabia, and Allah's verse, 
{oh you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit 
women against their will (of your deceased 
kinsmen)) was revealed." 

7- The human soul in Jahiliyyah times was reduced to 
such degradation that the practice of burying female 


* Surat an-Nisa’: Verse 19. 


children alive (Wa'd), for fear of shame or poverty, 
became widespread. 


‘The Status of Woman in Islam: 


Jahiliyyah in Arabia, like all other forms of Jahiliyyah around 
it, treated women in an extremely degrading manner. It denied 
her human rights and gave her a detestably lower rank than 
man, leaving her more akin to a commodity than to a human 
being. She was regarded as a vehicle for pleasure and animal 
desires; to lure men into sin, and as a subject of explicit erotic 
urges. Islam came to rescue her from this degrading situation 
by restoring her natural position within the family and 
restituting her decisive role in the organization of human 
society. Islam came to raise the level of human feelings in 
marital life from the base animal level to the lofty human level, 
to bring respect, love, sympathy, and beauty to conjugal life, 
and to strengthen bonds of intimacy between husband and wife. 
The Prophet 4 has established justice with regards to women’s 
status and given them their full rights, which men, throughout 
human history, had violated. 
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With regard to women, Islam has laid down the following 


principles: 


1- Islam has given woman her humanity and looked at her on 
equal terms with man. In the midst of the darkness that 
engulfed the world, before Islam, the Divine Revelation (the 
Qur'an) echoed in the wide desert of Arabia with a fresh, noble 
and universal Message to humanity: (O mankind! Be dutiful 
to your Lord, Who created you from a single person 
(Adam), and from him He created his wife (Eve), and from 
them both He created many men and women) y, 

2- Islam has refuted the false accusation epitomized in the 
curse attributed to woman by previous religions and denied the 
fact that woman, alone, was to blame for the eviction of Adam 
from Paradise. Adam and Eve were both to blame for their 
expulsion from Paradise and the following Quranic verses 
confirm this fact: 

Allah € says, (then Satan made them slip from the (garden) 
and get them out of the state (of felicity) in which they had 
been) '° 


® Surat an-Nisa’: Verse 1 
"° Surat al-Bagarah: Verse 36. 


And He 4 says regarding Adam and Eve, (then Satan 
whispered suggestions to them both in order to uncover 
that which was hidden from them) '! 

Regarding their repentance, Allah 3% says, (they said: "Our 
Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You do not forgive us, 
and bestow upon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly be of 
the losers) 7 

Moreover, in some Quranic verses, Allah 3% has blamed Adam, 
alone, for the sin, (thus Adam disobey his Lord, so he went 
astray)? 

Finally, Allah 4 confirms a principle which exempts woman 
from the responsibility of her mother, Eve (and it includes man 
as well), saying: (that was a nation who has passed away, 
They shall receive the reward of what they earned and you 
of what you earn) “*, then He 4% settles this issue, saying, (no 
bearer of burdens can bear the burden of another) '° 


3- Islam has waged a war against the pessimistic attitude and 
grief towards the birth of a female child and rejected such an 


" Surat al-d’raaf: Verse 20. 

"? Surat al-A ‘raf: Verse 23. 

© Surat Ta-Ha: Verse 121. 
Surat al-Bagarah: Verse 134. 
' Surat al-[sra’: Verse 15, 
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appalling tradition. The Qur’an recounts this repulsive custom, 
paints an abominable picture of Jahiliyyah practices and 
denounces Jahiliyyah, from the abyss of which Islam came to 
raise the Arabs, and indeed all mankind. One verse says: 
(When news is brought to one of them, of (the birth of) a 
female (child), his face darkens, and he is filled with inward 
grief! With shame does he hide himself from his people, 
because of the bad news he has had! Shall he retain it on 
(sufferance and contempt), or bury it in the dust? Ah! 
What an evil (choice) they decide on!) '° 


4- Islam has forbidden the burial of infant girls and threatened 
people who bury them alive with severe punishment; Allah 
says, (When the female (infant), buried alive, is questioned 
for what crime she was killed) '’, Here the verse mentions 
that the murdered girl will be asked about her murder, thus 
leaving us to imagine the severe account to which the murderer 
will be called. 


5- Islam has ordered man to look after infant girls. Anas Ibn 
Malik # reported that the Prophet 4 said: "He who brought up 


"* Surat an-Nahl: Verse 58- 59. 
"’ Surat at-Takweer: Verse 8 


two girls properly till they grew up, he and I would come 
(together) (very closely) on the Day of Resurrection, and he 
interlaced his fingers (for explaining the point of nearness 
between him and that person).""* 

In another Hadith, the Prophet 4% said: "He who brought up 
three girls properly, showed kindness towards them and give 
them in marriage, he will enter Paradise." 


The father should provide for her; if he dies her support lies 
with her guardian, whether he is her brother, son, or uncle; if 
necessary, relatives on the maternal side must support her, 
because, under the banner of Islam, women should not be 
neglected. In the case where she has no relatives at all, the 
treasury of the Muslims (Bayt al-Maal) must provide for her. 
On the contrary, the western laws stipulate that the father stops 
providing for his daughter when she reaches the age of 
eighteen, leaving her without a guardian and support. This law 
has pushed girls to look for money by any means, even if she 
has to sell her honour and practises prostitution. In fact, this is 
the bitter reality in the Western world. 


“* Transmitted in Sahih Muslim. 
' Transmitted in Sahih al-Bukhari, Musnad Ahmed and Abu Dawud. 
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6- Islam has ordered the husband to offer a dower and provide 
a dwelling for his wife, who is regarded as the Queen of her 
house. And if we look back at the system of marriage, which 
was called ‘Dutah', and which was widespread during the 
Grecian civilization, we would see that the father used to buy a 
husband for his daughter. Accordingly, the husbands did not 
seek beauty, love or good character in their wives, but only 
their money and they would go and have as many girlfriends as 
possible. Women had to work hard and save enough money in 
order to get married, afterwards their husbands would take their 
money and ignore them. 

7- Islam has given women freedom of speech and licence to 
work, and to deliver formal legal opinions in religious matters, 
if they are knowledgeable about Islamic sciences. 

8- Islam has ordered man to be kind to his wife/wives and live 
with her/them on a footing of kindness and equity. Islam has 
recommended that they both (husband and wife) should cherish 
and preserve the love and affection that they share. Allah 4&¢ 
says, (live with them in kindness. If you dislike them, it may 
be that you dislike a thing and Allah brings through it a 
great deal of good)”, and (and among His Signs is this, that 


* Surat an-Nisa’: Verse 19. 
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He created for you wives from among yourselves, that you 
may find repose in them, and He has put between you 
affection and mercy) *' 


9- Islam has given much special importance to mothers; Allah 
4 says, (and We have commanded unto man kindness 
towards parents. His mother bears him with hardship and 
she brings him forth with hardship) *. A man came to the 
Prophet # and said: "I want to go to Jihad for the sake of 
Allah". The Prophet #% asked him: "Is your mother still alive?" 
The man replied: "Yes". The Prophet # said: "Stay by her feet 
that is where paradise is.""’ Meaning: be obedient and kind to 
her and you will enter Paradise. 


10- Islam has honoured wives and daughters, and women in 
general; the Prophet # said: "Treat women nicely."™* And he # 
said: "The best among you are those who treat their women 
with kindness."”° . 


* Surat ar-Rum: Verse 21. 

» Surat al-Ahgaaf. Vesre 15. 

® Transmitted by at-Tsbarani. 

® Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Mustim, on the authority of Abu Hurairah. 
2 At-Tirmidhi transmitted this Hadith and classified it as Hassan Sahih. 
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11- Islam has ordered that women should be on equal terms 
with men with regards to matters of worship, deeds, reward and 
Jihad for Allah's sake. Allah 4¢ says, (So their Lord accepted 
of them (their supplication and answered them), "Never 
will I allow to be lost the work of any of you, be he male or 
female. You are members one of another; so those who 
emigrated and were driven out from their homes, and 
suffered harm in My cause, and who fought, and were 
killed in My Cause, verily, I will remit from them their evil 
deeds and admit them into Gardens with rivers flowing 
beneath) ** 


12- Islam has considered the woman to be a legal person, 
having the right to own properties, enter into business dealings 
and contracting and to spend her money as she wishes, without 
anybody's advice or instruction. She is responsible for her 


actions and she can conclude a contract or sale, etc. 


13- She has the right to inheritance, whether she is a wife, 


mother, daughter or even a foetus in the mother’s womb, 


* Surat Al-Imran: Verse 195. 
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14- Before maturity, Islam has put women under the 
responsibility of their guardians, who should look after them, 
their property and wealth, educate them, not treat them 
unjustly, nor take their money by force. After maturity, women 
are legally competent to do business by themselves, like men, 


In short, Islam has given woman the following: 


1- 


Her full humanity and put an end to the corrupt and evil 
traditions and beliefs that were prevalent during and 
before it. 

Islam has recognized her full legal and civil rights; 
hence becoming the most noble of all human and 
intellectual systems of all time, and before the modern 
western civilisation by at least twelve centuries. 

Islam is characterized by being the only legal system 
that considers juvenility and lunacy to be limitation of a 
person's legal competence; whereas in the Roman and 
French laws, and until 1938, it was: juvenility, lunacy 
and femininity. 

Islam has given women all these rights without flattery 
or exploiting and abusing their femininity; whereas the 
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Western civilisation has allowed women to go out and 
mix with people, not to exercise their rights and achieve 
their personalities, but to be mere objects of recreation 
and pleasure. 

5- Islam is the first legal system to declare explicitly that 
women have as much rights as obligations; Allah 
says, (and they (women) have rights similar to those 
(of men) over them in kindness, and men have a 
degree (of responsibility) over them) *” 


Women in the Modern Age: 


If we look at the position of woman in the non-Muslim 
countries, like England, we find that women, until 1850, were 
not considered as citizens. Until 1882, they did not have 
independent rights; they had no rights to own property, as they 
were either under the control of their fathers or husbands. They 


were not allowed to vote in England until 1918. 


In France and until 1945, women did not have an independent 
personality, whereas Islamic Shari'ah determines that women 
should keep their family name, even after their marriage. They 


” Surat al-Bagarah: Verse 228. 


do not change it, even if their husbands’ positions in society are 
high. The Prophet's wives used to be called by the names of 
their parents and their original tribes. As an example: Aishah, 
may Allah be pleased with her, used to be called: Aishah bint 
abi Bakr and used to be related to her father’s tribe, Bani Taim. 
However, in the old civilization, like the Greeks and Romans, 
and even in the modern Westem countries, women tend to lose 
their family names as soon as they get married. 


The French law allowed women, for the first time, to open an 
account in 1938. Oxford University did not give female 
students similar rights as male ones until 1964. 


The Jordanian newspaper, Ash-Sha’'b, issued an article on 26 
October, 1987, about the problems facing moder German 
women, This article was taken from a German newspaper in 
Bonn, the German capital. It said: "40% of German women are 
beaten and treated cruelly and the equality between man and 
woman is only an ink on paper, despite all the laws which 
stipulated that women have the same right as in education, 
work, salary, etc. The German woman is still suffering from 
injustice and prejudice, which take many forms. As for the 
social problems such as beating and rape, they are basically 
26 


originated from the fact that man feels he owns the woman he 
has married, and this fact still exists, despite the economical, 
technical and cultural development which the German society 
has achieved after the Second World War. This harsh reality 
has forced women’s organizations in Germany to stand up to 


these forms of abuse, injustice and inequality.” 


However, women in Islam have achieved all their rights 


without demonstrations and rallies. 


nm 
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POLYGAMY 


Islam was not the first religion to initially call for polygamy; in 
fact, other religions and nations in the East and West knew and 
practised this custom before Islam. 


Today the Jews and Christians do not deny what is written in 
the Old Testament and Talmud; that polygamy was allowed in 
the religion of Moses ##, without any restriction. Prophet 
Dawud ‘a used to have 99 wives and Prophet Solaiman ® 
1000 wives and concubines. The Gospel was revealed to 
complete the Torah; therefore, Jesus #8 said; "Do not think 
that I have been sent to abolish the law of the Prophets, but to 
complete it." In another passage in the Bible of Mathew, 
Chapter 1, 2, 3: "Remember the teachings of Moses #8 from 
the Pharisees clerks, but do not do what the Jews of this era do, 
because they do not practise what they preach.” This proves 
that the religion of Jesus #8 does not forbid polygamy. 

There is no clear statement in Christianity which forbids 
polygamy; however, it is mentioned in the Bible, as an advice 
only, that God has created a woman for each man. This 
statement, though, only serves as an encouragement for men to 
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have a single wife in most ordinary cases, which is acceptable 
in Islam too. But there is no clear evidence in Christianity that 
polygamy is a form of Zinah (adultery) and that the second 


marriage contract is illegal. 


There is no clear passage in the Bible which states that 
polygamy is illegal, Professor Al-Aqqad says: "It is well- 
known in Christianity that having concubines is generally 
allowed as much as polygamy. Some Christian Priests even 
advise men to have as many concubines as possible in order to 
avoid divorce, in the case where their wives are sterile. 
According to Chapter 15 of the book, 'The Ideal Marriage’, by 
Saint Augustine, he prefers the husband to have a concubine 


instead of divorcing his barren wife. 


In this Chapter, we shall mention numerous examples which 
confirm that polygamy was widespread among Christians and 
in Christianity. 

Until 1750 AD, polygamy was common among Christians and 
it was not forbidden by the Bible but by the ecclesiastic laws 


** See: Dr. Mustafa as-Siba'i's, "Women between Figh and Law" 
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afterwards. Several examples were mentioned with regards to 
these eras and certain Kings: 


1 - When Falntian II took charge of the Western Roman 
Empire in Rome in 375 AD, he publicly announced that 
polygamy was allowed, following true Christian principles, and 
for fear that his Christian subjects should be influenced by the 
Roman tradition during their idolatry era, when polygamy was 
forbidden, 

2- Between 885-912 AD, Emperor Leo VI married three wives 
and had one concubine, who gave birth to Constantine who 
ruled the Eastern Roman Empire after his death. 

3- Martin Luther (born in 1483 and died in 1546) declared that 
he was an advocate of polygamy, because Jesus *# did not 
forbid it. Charlemagne used to have two wives and several 
concubines, because polygamy was common among priests, 


Philip Ophahis and Frederick Willaim I, from Prussia in 
Germany, used to have two wives each, with the consent of the 
Lutheran Priests (Protestant), Some scholars consider that the 
initial Christian teachings did not forbid polygamy; they 
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furnished the proof for their statement by some powerful 
evidence, including: 

One: The Gospel does not contain one passage which forbids 
polygamy, and it is well-known that Jesus %® was born and 
spread his teachings in a Jewish environment. At that time, the 
Jews knew and practised polygamy, especially the rich and 
leaders among them. It is impossible that Jesus 8 would know 
that and would not forbid it, because Prophets are immune 
from fault, so how could Jesus %# see a sin and kept silent? 


Moreover, the rich Jews, in particular, used to practise 
polygamy and Jesus ss used to criticize them and their leaders 
for their sins and transgression. Therefore, if Christianity 
forbids polygamy, Jesus ®# would have said so and would 
have mentioned it, as he mentioned the other sins committed 
by the rich and leaders among the Jewish people. 


Two: The Protestant leader Martin Luther, who challenged the 
Pope with regards to the concept of Forgiveness Contract 
(Suquq al-Ghufran), had married a nun and opposed many 
teachings of the Church, until the Pope accused him of heresy 
in 1521 AD. However, Luther did not care and became the 
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leader of an independent school. He used to consider polygamy 
with great tolerance; he said: "God has not forbidden it and 
Ibrahim, who was a Christian himself, had two wives. Truly, 
God did not allow this kind of marriage except for some men in 
the Torah and during special circumstances. Therefore, any 
Christian who wants to follow their example must prove that 
his circumstances are similar to theirs. However, polygamy is 
far better than divorce." 


Three; Some Christian groups have struggled hard to 
implement polygamy, among them: 

The Anabaptists in Germany in the middle of the sixteen 
century, who used to call for polygamy in public and say: "The 
true Christian must have many wives." 

The Mormons in the USA at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century; who used to practise polygamy; as an example: 
Charlemagne Philip and Frederick used to have two wives 


each, 


In order to have a son, many Christians have taken a second 
wife so that their names would not perish, despite the spiritual 
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punishment that would entail from that. Sometimes, a woman 
would encourage and even force her husband to marry a second 
wife; it is reported that a Christian woman, from Madba, has 
told her husband at their only son's funeral: "Take a second 
wife to give you children because I am too old.” 


According to these scholars, the prohibition of polygamy in 
Europe is due to the influence of the Greek and Roman 
traditions. The Greeks and Romans used to follow the principle 
of monogamy, before the advent of Christianity by hundreds of 
years. At the beginning, man during the Roman civilization 
‘was not punished if he took a second wife, before divorcing his 
first wife. However, in the later stages of the Roman 
civilization, men were punished if they married again before 


divorcing their first wives. 


Surprisingly, the first emperor to punish Christians for 
polygamy was Dagqlidianus, whose name was associated, in 
history, with the oppression and killing of Christians. These 
Scholars have concluded that polygamy was not prohibited in 
Christianity until the Middle Ages, starting from the fifth 
century AD to the fifteenth century. 


33 


The Catholic Church was, in particular, more in favour of 
abolishing polygamy. It seems that this prohibition was due to 
the common idea at that time that the reason behind polygamy 
‘was to open up an opportunity for men to satisfy their desires, 


Since the Catholic Church looks at sex with disgust and 
antipathy and orders its followers to suppress their sexual 
desires, even between married couples, it is natural that they 
forbid polygamy at the end. Accordingly, sexual repression 
appears among them, and this has a great effect on their minds, 
especially in our moder time, This can be seen in the writings 
of sociologists; and even educational curricula of Arab 
countries are not spared, bearing in mind that marriage in Islam 
is an obligation and a form of worship.” 


Finally, modern Christianity has accepted polygamy in Africa 
after Christian missionaries have realized that banning 
polygamy prevents people from embracing Christianity; hence 
they allowed African Christians to have as many wives as they 


wanted, 


2” For more Information, see Nour-Eddin Itr’s book: "Mada ani al-Mar'at". 
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This fact was mentioned by Mr. Norjech, author of the book 
"Christianity in Central Africa"; who said: “Those Christian 
missionaries used to say, ‘It is not diplomatic to interfere in the 
social affairs of the idolaters, and it is not wise to prevent them 
from taking pleasure in their wives, as long as they remain 
Christians. There is no harm in that since the Old Testament, 
the holy book which all Christians must adhere to, allows 
polygamy; besides Jesus has confirmed that when he said: 'Do 
not think that I have been sent to abolish the law of the 
Prophets, but to complete it." 


In 1949, people in the German capital Bonn submitted an 
application to the competent authorities calling on the German 
government to allow polygamy. And because of the increase in 
the number of women in Germany, the German government 
sent a letter to the scholars in Azhar (Egypt) to inquire about 
the system of polygamy in Islam, because they were thinking 
to benefit from it as a solution to this problem. Indeed, at the 
beginning of the 1960's a delegation of German scholars 
arrived in Egypt and contacted the Azhar scholars for this 
purpose, 
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The Disadvantages of Preventing Polygamy: 


Now we shall take a quick look at the countries which prevent 
polygamy and see what has happened to them. Was it good or 
bad for them? We shall also look at the bad results emanating 
from unlawful polygamy and how it is an insult and abuse to 
women, harm to children and an encouragement to commit 
misdeeds, injustice and immorality. We shall present facts with 
statistics and figures. 


In the Christian countries, which follow the secular laws and 
oppose the teachings of the Old and New Testaments, immoral 
behaviour has spread fast and the man-made laws have allowed 
men to take girlfriends. The French law (Article 339) stipulates 
that; "A married man shall not be punished if he commits 
adultery with a woman in the family's house, unless he 
commits adultery with the same woman more than once in the 
family’s house." As one can see, the Article does not punish a 
man for committing adultery, but only if he abuses the family's 
house by using it as a place for adultery with the same 


girlfriend more than once. 
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The punishment of such act is stupid and ridiculous; it is a fine 
of between 100 and 2000 French Francs; whereas Article 34 
stipulates that a man who marries another woman before 
divorcing his first wife shall be sentenced to hard labour, 
Taking as many unlawful girlfriends as possible is accepted 
and preferred to the French law than lawful polygamy. As a 
result of this illegal act, illegitimate children have increased 
and adoption laws have become common and natural in some 


countries, especially in Sweden and Norway. 


The official statistics in Sweden have indicated that for every 
seven married women one is divorced. In Denmark, many 
married women get a divorce twice or three times before they 
reach their thirtieth birthday. As for illegitimate children, in 
Sweden an illegitimate child is born out of ten; in Denmark one 
in every thirteen; besides numerous cases of abortion carried 
out by unprofessional women, which led newspapers to ask the 
government to legalize abortion laws and allow doctors to 
carry out abortion operations publicly.” 


® These figures go back to the fifties. 
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The following are recent statistics, showing the extent of the 
ailing licentious behaviour that has swept through Western 
Civilisation and the increase of sexual immorality and animal 
desires: 

In American there are 12 Million illegitimate children 
(without fathers). 


There are 250 Million people in the world infected with 
gonorrhea (contagious venereal disease which causes a painful 
discharge from the sexual organs) every year. 


There are 50 Million people in the world infected with syphilis 
(venereal disease) cach year. 


There are 8 Million unmarried women in Britain; 90% of them 
have sex regularly. 


In Europe, 75% of married men cheat on their wives, 
In the USA, there are 17 Million homosexuals 

In England, 13% of children are illegitimate. 
There are 4.5 Million widows in Germany. 


One in every ten families in the USA has sex within the same 
members of the family (Nikaah al-Maharim), that is, brothers 
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have sex with their sisters and fathers with their sisters, etc.”' 
The grim reality is that most cases do not reach the courts or 
the hospitals. 


Worse, is the new fatal disease that has appeared in the West, 
in particular, and some other countries, such as India, Africa 
and some Arab countries, in general; the so-called AIDS 
(Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome). It is a deadly and 
contagious disease and warns of an imminent disaster, 
according to World Health Organization reports. More than 
half of the people infected with AIDS have died since 1979, 
and the new reports have indicated, recently, that the number of 
infected people with Aids has reached 10 Million and it is still 


on the rise.*? 


I shall raise the following question: If people in those countries 
follow their Prophets’ teachings and abide by the religions sent 


*! In 1988, the Times Newspaper mentioned that that sort of immoral sexual 
Practice has increased to the extent that one in every five American families 
ctice it. 
* At the end of 1993 it reached 14 Million people infected with AIDS. 
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by Allah 3, the last one being Islam, would they fall prey to 
these fatal and deadly diseases? 


This bleak reality in which the whole world lives and the rise 
of suffering and diseases are threatening with imminent 
disaster and destruction. Scholars, reformers and sociologists 
cannot do anything to stop these crimes, which are haunting the 
world’s population, 


There is no useful cure for this catastrophe, unless reformers, 
sociologists and leaders return to the teachings which were the 
cause of man's happiness. They have to exploit their media, 
money and laws to convince people to turn to their Lord for 
guidance, in order to wake up from their sleep and recognize 
the responsibility he was created for, that is, to be the khalifah 
on earth. Allah 3 says, (And when your Lord said to the 
angels: "Verily, I am about to place mankind on earth) 


This is the only path that must be followed in order to avoid 
disease and suffering. Allah 3% has threatened people in the 
Qur'an about the dire consequences, if they do not follow His 


*) Surat al-Baqarah: Verse 30. 


Orders and Commands. Allah % says, (whoever turns away 
from My Reminder, verily, for him is a life of hardship, and 
‘We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Resurrection. He 
will say: "O my Lord! Why have You raised me up blind, 
while I had sight before.” Allah will say: "Like this, Our 
Ayaat came unto you, but you disregarded them, and so this 
Day, you will be neglected (in the Hellfire).") 


The consequences of the rejection of Allah's guidance and Law 
lead, definitely, to a life of hardship which include a long list of 
diseases, mental, physical and social problems, sexual 
repression, infectious diseases, illegitimate children, family 
disintegration, spiritual emptiness, suicidal tendencies, despair, 


insanity, anxiety, and destruction of societies, etc, 


Each and every verse in the Qur'an is a reminder for wise men 
to think carefully and deeply about them, because they are 
signposts and guidance for misguided and negligent people. 

Let us ask the following question to those people who advocate 


the policy of monogamy, does Christianity, by clinging to 


* Surat Ta-Ha: Verses 124-126, 
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monogamy, manage to prevent polygamy and can a man admit 
that this policy is working? 

Polygamy is a natural law and an innate instinct imposed on 
human society, and there is no escape from it, as we shall see 
Jater when we talk about the census in some countries and the 
number of males and females. 


The prohibition of polygamy by Christianity has not achieved 
its desired objective; on the contrary, it has led to dire 
consequences and aroused people's sexual temptation and 
pleasure to its highest level. 

The concept of monogamy has many bad effects, but the worst 
of them all are three: Prostitution, Spinsterhood, and 
Megitimate children. 


These social and physical diseases have appeared in societies 

after people have abandoned moral values and principles. 

Countries who had implemented Islamic Shariah did not 

experience these diseases, until they came into contact with 

Westem civilisation; they were influenced by European 

education and culture and neglected their Islamic teachings, 
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hence they have paid the price of being contaminated with 
social and physical diseases. 


The effect of these diseases has appeared, in particular, in 
France, and resulted in a decline of its birth rate. Some scholars 
and writers have, indeed, warned against such a policy (of 
monogamy) and called for the implementation of Shari‘ah law. 
Other European women have even called for the return of 
polygamy, so that each woman would have a husband to look 


after her. 


In an article published in Lagos Weekly Record magazine, a 
woman writer said: "Homeless women are on the increase, 
disaster has befallen us and nobody seems to find a solution to 
it, 1 am a woman and I look at those homeless girls with great 
concern and sadness, but how can my sorrow and sadness be of 
any benefit to them, even if all people share them with me? 
There will be no benefit unless we could find a solution to stop 
their miserable lives. How excellent the noble scholar, Tomas, 
was! He recognized the disease and prescribed the perfect 
medicine: Man should be allowed to marry more than one 
woman. It is the only way we can wipe out this disaster so that 
our girls could become housewives. The worst disaster is to 
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force the European man to marry one woman only. This policy 
(of monogamy) is the cause of our women being homeless or 
seeking men's jobs; and the situation will aggravate, unless a 
man is allowed to marry more than one woman. Married men 
with illegitimate children should be ashamed of themselves; 
they become a burden and a disgrace on human society. 


If polygamy was allowed, those illegitimate children and their 
mothers would not live in such a degrading and miserable life; 
their honour would be protected. Women's competition with 
men in the job markets will inflict heavy losses and destruction 
on us. A woman's body is not the same as men; cach has 
different physical characteristics. By allowing polygamy, every 
woman will become a housewife and a mother to legitimate 
children." 


The famous author Miss Atrod wrote an interesting article in 
the Mail Newspaper, saying: “It is better and less disastrous for 
our women today to work as housemaids than work in 
factories, where they become dirty and lose their beauty 
forever. | wish our country was like the Muslims’, where there 
is chastity, purity, modesty and moral values prevail. It is a 
shame on England that they subject their women to such 
immoral behaviour by mixing them with men. We must 


44 


endeavour to help our women do what suit their natural 
disposition, such as looking after the house and kids, instead of 
competing with men. That is better for their honour and 
protection." 


The famous writer Lady Cook wrote: "Men get used to mixing 
with women, that is why women want to achieve what is 
against their nature. The more the mixing is, the more 
illegitimate children there are, and this inflicts great disaster 
upon women. A man leaves a woman as soon as she becomes 
pregnant; she will be left alone to pay the price for an 
illegitimate relation. Angry, humiliated and impoverished, she 


contemplates suicide. 


It is time to look sincerely for a cure for these disasters that 
bring about shame and ignominy to western civilisation. It is 
time to take some drastic measures to stop the death and 
abortion of thousands of innocent children. In fact, men must 
be blamed for tempting women, who are born with soft hearts 
and delicacy of feeling; they believe anything that men tell 
them, even if they are lies and false wishes. When a man 
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fulfills his sexual desire, he leaves a woman alone to face the 
severe consequences. 


I say this to all parents: do not be misled by some money 
earned by your daughters by working in factories and who find 
themselves, later on, bearing the consequences of an 
illegitimate casual short affair. Teach them to separate 
themselves from the circle of men and tell them about the trap 
laid ahead of them in men's company. Statistics have shown 
that disasters resulted from illegitimate pregnancy increase in 
places where women mix with men. 


Most of the illegitimate children's mothers work in factories or 
as housemaids. If it is not for doctors, who help them with anti- 
pregnancy pills, the number of illegitimate children would soar. 
‘This tragedy reaches its lowest level in some countries, when 
some men could accept a woman, as a wife, only if she has 
experience with sex, that is, if she has illegitimate children that 
could be useful as a workforce. 


It would be better, in times of wars, when men are killed in 

great numbers, to allow polygamy instead of prostitution, 

because women outnumber men. Some European scholars have 

stated that polygamy is one of the reasons behind the spread of 

Islam and the growth of the Muslim population in Africa. 
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However, opponents of polygamy and the Europeanized”* are 
always exaggerating the negative aspects of polygamy. 


It seems that people in Western countries have taken the advice 
of the Greek philosopher, Dimoustin, who said: "We have 
girlfriends who entertain and accompany us and we have wives 
who provide us with legitimate children and look after our 
houses with honesty and faithfulness. As for illegitimate 


children, we have no responsibility towards them." 


Since adultery leads to disastrous consequences, Islam has 
forbidden it, calling it 'Fahishah' (great sin), and it also forbids 
anything that leads to it. In order to close any road that leads to 
Adultery, Allah 4¢ says, (Say to the believing men that they 
should lower their gaze and guard their modesty: that will 
make for greater purity for them: and Allah is well 
acquainted with all that they do. And say to the believing 
women that they should lower their gaze and guard their 
modesty) *° And He 4¢ also says, (and come not near unto 


** Europeanized: derived from Europeanization: imitation of the Europeans. 
™ Surat An-Nur: Verses 30-31. 
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adultery, Verily, it is a Fahishah (anything that 
transgresses its limits (great sin)), and an evil way)” 


Adultery is not only shameful in itself and inconsistent with 
any self-respect or respect for others, but it opens the road to 
many evils. It destroys the basis of the family; it works against 
the interests of children born or to be bom; it may cause 
murders and feuds and loss of reputation and property, and also 
loosen permanently the bonds of society. Not only should it be 
avoided as a sin, but any approach or temptation to it should be 
avoided. 


According to Islamic Shari'ah, Zinah (unlawful sex, adultery, 
fornication) is defined as: ‘when a man has a sexual intercourse 
with a woman in her vagina, without being married to her, even 
if they both agree to having sex.’ On the other hand, the secular 
man-made laws, such as the Egyptian criminal law, which is 
taken from the French law, and the Libyan law taken from the 
Italian and French law, stipulates that: ‘any sexual intercourse 
between a man and a woman is not prohibited, as long as the 
two parties (the man and woman) agree to it, without coercion; 


”' Surat Al-Isra’ Verse 32. 


and it is not considered a crime as long as the agreement 
between an unmarried male and a unmarried female exists and 


her age is over 18 years. 


This simply means that man-made law has allowed Zinah in 
certain circumstances and there is no punishment, except in the 


case of a coercion and underage. 


As for a married woman, her act of committing Zinah is not 
left to the court to decide but to her husband's wish; if he 
wishes to convict his wife he takes her to court; and if he 
decides to drop the case, during court procedure, the court will 
drop the case against his wife. If he wants to punish his wife 
for committing Zinah, the man-made law stipulates that she 
should be imprisoned, and not stoned to death, as Islamic 
Shari'ah demands. 


The Egyptian secular system has distinguished between the 
levels of punishment in a single act of crime; the punishment 
for a male who commits Zinah does not exceed six months. As 
for a married woman who commits Zinah, her punishment 


should not exceed two years. Zinah in man-made law is not 
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regarded as Zinah, unless it is a betrayal of a marriage relation; 
in the Islamic Shari'ah, however, any agreement between a man 
and a woman to commit Zinah is forbidden and regarded as 
Zinah if he actually sleeps with her. 


Even if a judge, in a man-made law system, sentences a 
Zaniyah (woman who commits Zinah) to a prison term, her 
husband can cancel it, as it is his right, and his wife can go 
free. The same goes for a husband who commits Zinah, he 
should not be taken to court, unless his wife files a case against 
him and takes him to court.* 


The remarkable thing about the matter is that there is a clear 
contradiction between the man-made penal code and the civil 
Jaw; the latter considers a woman legally incompetent to deal 
in her money unless she is 21 years of age; whereas the man- 
made penal code allows her to sell her honour when she 
reaches!8 years of age. Honour is less valuable than money 


according to man-made law. 


>* Dr. Al-Mansour, Ali Ali: "Mugaranaat bayna ash-Shari‘ah al-lslamiyyah 
wal Qawaneen al-Wad'iyyah”. 
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As for the Libyan penal code, it is similar to the Egyptian's 
with regards to allowing the spread of Zinah. The Libyan law 
allows women to work as prostitutes in certain places, after 
obtaining a licence from the government. In Libya, the crime of 
committing Zinah is not punishable by Allah's Shari'ah or even 
society, but it is the right of the husband and his wife to decide, 
and the prosecution cannot interfere, unless one of the couple 
lodges a complaint against the other. 


The crime of committing Zinah is dropped if one of the parties 
drops the case against the other, even after the court has passed 
a legal sentence; the imprisoned is set free. If a wife commits 
Zinah, her husband has no right to raise a complaint against her 
if he commits Zinah anytime during the last five years and vice 
versa. The punishment for committing Zinah is no more than 
six months for the husband and no more than two years for the 
wife, 

The funny thing is that if a young man intends to get married 
before military service, various obstacles and difficulties are 
put on his way and he would be asked to provide guarantees, 
but if he commits Zinah, there would be no blame on him and 
no punishment, In addition, if a man marries a second woman, 
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the man-made law makers become furious, but if he betrays her 
and sleeps with another woman, there would be no offence.”” 


All the Arab countries adopt the same penal code with regards 
to Zinah punishment; they all draw their laws from the Western 
secular system, not the Shari'ah law. 


The above was a brief summary about the difference between 
the Shari‘ah law and the man-made laws. It seems clear that all 
man-made laws allow Zinah and give men the freedom to have 
as many girlfriends as possible and to betray their wives, 
without being punished. This has a dangerous effect on our 
unmarried youth, who rarely think of a peaceful married life, 
because Zinah is widespread in society and they can satisfy 
their sexual desire whenever they want. 


Specious Arguments about Polygamy and their 
Rejection: 


There are certain specious arguments raised by some people 
who are influenced and fascinated by Wester culture and 


” Dr, Al-ltr, Nour-Eddin: "Madha ani al-Mar‘at”. 
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tradition; they have created a stream of invectives against 
polygamy. In this chapter we will try to cite some of their 
arguments and, at the same time, respond to them with clear 
proof and evidence. 


Their specious arguments were caused by their ignorance of 
the True Islamic Shari'ah law, and as they say: one is an enemy 


of what one ignores, 


First Specious Argument: They claim that polygamy is the 
cause of quarrels and hatred between a man and his wives and 
between him and his children. This, they argue, leads to the 
corruption and delinquency of the children, and to an endless 


family disputes. 


Reply: Hatred and jealousy that occur between wives happens 
more often between a single wife and her in-laws, and quarrels 
take place more often between full brothers; so can anyone say 
that marriage should be banned because of this hatred and 


fighting amongst a single family? 


Moreover, most of the argument and disputes are instigated by 
the injustice and unequal provisions towards the wives and 


children, So if a husband treats them with justice and provides 
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for them equally, there will be no dispute or disagreement. As 
for the wives' jealousy, it is a natural instinct; and nobody can 
escape it, The purpose of polygamy in Islam is higher and more 
sublime than mere jealousy and hatred that occur between 
wives and children and should not forbid polygamy, because it 
has enormous benefit for the society. 

Second Specious Argument: They claim that polygamy 
undermines a woman's pride and honour, as long as she sees 
another woman sharing her husband's love and affection with 
her, They also claim that a woman always wants her husband 
to be for her alone, just like the husband wants his wife to be 
for him alone..! 


Reply: Allah 4% knows what is good for people. When He # 
orders polygamy, He $€ knows that it is the perfect decision for 
women and it leaves no doubt or misgivings to them. Islam 
does not make the system of polygamy an obligatory duty upon 
men, and does not compel a woman and her family to accept a 
man, as husband for their daughter, who is already married, If 
the family and their daughter do not see an assured benefit and 
interest from this marriage, they will not accept it for sure. So, 
where is the alleged damage then? Could any wise man admit 
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that the transfer of a woman from her life of celibacy, with all 
its hardship and possibility of corruption, to her marital life is 


an evil and can cause damage? 


Moreover, Shari'ah law has ordered the husband to provide for 
all his wives and treat them equally and with love and 
affection; the Prophet 4 has threatened those who do not 
follow this equation, saying: "If a man has two wives and does 
not treat them both with equality, on the Day of Judgment he 


will come with his side fallen." 


However, in case there is a damage done to any of the wives, 
she has the right to take her matter to the court and ask for 
divorce, according to the Maliki School of Figh. Some scholars 
believe that a wife has the right to impose her own condition, 
during the marriage contract, and force the husband not to 
marry another woman and the husband must fulfill this 
agreement. This is the opinion of the Hanbali school of Figh. If 
the husband does not fulfill this condition, the wife has the 
choice to ask for divorce if she wants it, because the husband 


“ Transmitted by the people of Sunan and all the reporters are trustworthy. 
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has accepted the agreement during the marriage contract, and, 
therefore, must fulfill it.“ 

There is no doubt that if a husband has a good character, fears 
Allah # and looks after his wives and children equally, the 
family will live peacefully and in harmony. Polygamy for such 
men is beneficial for society, because the Muslim Ummah is in 
need of children of such man who has those qualities and 
values, 


As for the one who marries two or three wives following his 
desire and cannot fulfill the conditions for polygamy, or just to 
harm his first wife, he has committed great sin because he has 
not protected the rights of his first wife, and polygamy is not 
allowed for such people. Islamic Sharia'ah is not responsible 
for such behaviour and deviations, because its laws are clear 
when it comes to polygamy and it is a proof against such 
people. 

Third Specious Argument: They claim that polygamy results 
in multiplication of progeny, and this leads, in most cases, to 
poverty, delinquency and wickedness. 


! This is not the opinion of the dominant majority; for more information; 
see, Muhammad Mustafa ash-Shalabi's '‘Ahkaam al-Usra*. 
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Reply: Undoubtedly, there is strength and benefit in 
multiplication of progeny. In the past our forefathers won their 
glorious battles by the large number of their people and today 
we are in great need of that, because our battles with our 
enemies have not ceased yet (Jihaad shall continue until the 
Day of Judgement). So, how can anyone say that we have to 
control the number of progeny before these eminent dangers? 
Has not Israel called Jews from all over the world and 
encouraged migration to its tiny country, in order to increase 
the number of its population and set up a powerful army to 
challenge Muslims and Arabs surrounding its territory and 


whose numbers are on the rise?” 


In addition, those anti-polygamy supporters call for women to 
go out and work, using the excuse that the economy and 
society needs their labour force and we cannot prevent them 
while they are half of society, This claim is untrue, because the 


reality proves otherwise. 


Those who fear and have doubts about the increase of 
population think only about he mouths to be fed and forget the 


* See Dr. Itr’s book "Madha Ani al-Mar‘ah": 
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hands that work. People are a wealth and an asset for a society 
as the economists determine. There are certain countries, such 
as Switzerland, Japan and Britain, which rely only on the 
expertise and skill of their people because they do not have any 
resources. The Muslim lands are rich in resources and minerals 
and need a labour force to cultivate it. The cause of the food 
crisis in the third world is not because of the high number of its 
population, as some people may claim, but because of the 
mismanagement, disorganization, lack of using modem 
technology, misusing the current resources properly, spending 
money on weapons and wars, and spending money on useless 
and evil amusements and distractions, such as dancing, 
football, clubs, etc. 


The USA and the Jews controlling most of its resources know 
that the Muslim world is rich in natural resources, which Allah 
has endowed with, and that the increase in its population will 
be a major danger in the future to their domination (USA and 


Jews). 


The world today is suffering from overeating and the surplus 

food is thrown to the sea every year. The governments of the 

USA and Europe pay huge amount of money to the farmers to 
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stop cultivating their lands and to the milk producers to stop 
producing milk, because there are lakes of milk and thousands 
of tons of meat, eggs and grains not needed in the markets. 
Because of the white man's greed and exploitation, he refuses 
to give this surplus to the poor who die every day and prefers 
to throw it into the sea instead, and then talks about human 


rights and importance of birth control. What stupid nonsense. 


Fourth Specious Argument: The anti-polygamy groups claim 
that the natural marital life requires, by instinct, that a husband 
should have one wife and a wife one husband. If the husband 
wants his wife for him alone, his wife also wants him for her 
alone. And we notice that disputes and hatred exist more in a 
single house where there are two wives. Therefore, some 
people believe that polygamy contradicts human natural 
instinct and intellect, so it is better if we ban it, because public 
interest must be put before individual interest! 


Reply: When Islam allows polygamy, it sets conditions for it, 


such as justice’. Polygamy and divorce are two rights for the 


We will talk, insha Allah, about justice and its conditions required of 
husbands and which is mentioned in the Qur'an and stressed by the Prophet 
s 
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husband but the greatest mistake is that they are misused 
sometimes. The assertion to abandon them is a clear 
contradiction of Shari'ah law and an offence to both the 
husband and wife. So what shall a man do if his wife cannot 
give birth and he dearly wants children and he can support two 
wives? Another man has a wife who has a disease that prevents 
him from having sexual intercourse with her, what shall he do, 
commit Zinah and ruin his Deen, money, health, honour, or 
marry a second wife, providing he treats both of them with 
justice? What shall women do in case the Muslim Ummah goes 
to war and its men are killed, leaving widows and spinsters 
with no guardians and providers? 


Is it fair that some women have husbands and enjoy their lives, 
while the majority is deprived of affection and love? What is 
the crime that these women have committed to be subjected to 
such harsh punishment from some people who have lost their 
sense of mercy and kindness? This is but sheer selfishness from 
married Women and some men who are controlled and 
manipulated by their wives. What is wrong if a man marries a 
second wife and provides for both of them, if he is really 
capable of that? 
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A married woman must think of the condition of the unmarried 
woman out of justice, equality and love. She must look at her 
state of mind and painful reality. She has committed no offence 
to deserve the punishment of preventing her from a husband, 
provider and children. If she is not married, she will be under 
great amount of pressure, because of poverty and lack of 
supporter, to commit Zinah, sell her body and lose her honour 


and humanity, 


On page 56 of his book, "Policy and Measures for Birth 
Control", Dr, Muhammad Ali al-Bar said: "The drastic 
demographic changes, along with the appearance of the 
industrial revolution, the decline of the feudal system and the 
appearance of capitalism have extremely contributed to the 
destruction of European societies and to the changes in their 
structure. The results were disastrous; millions of farmers left 
their farms and moved to the cities looking for work. Women 
and children were left without a provider and, hence, were 
forced to go out to earn their living. The new capitalist was 
rejoicing, because he had secured a cheap labour force and in 
great number, especially with the entry of women and children 
to the labour market. 
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And since the natural sexual desires cannot be repressed 
forever by the priests’ advice, a new philosophy appeared, 
calling for the freedom of women and sex. Then, naturally, it 
was followed by a hysterical search to look for means to 
prevent pregnancy, because a woman, who can only support 
herself by working hard in a factory, cannot bear the burden of 
pregnancy and welfare of children. The new social conditions 
and the new greedy capitalist society had led to the collapse of 
the family. The capitalist system is worse and more oppressive 
and unjust than the feudal system.” 


Therefore, it is better to solye this problem by returning to 
Islam and its just laws. It is the only way to protect and save 
the honour and chastity of the woman, whether she is a wife, 
mother, widow or a spinster, and to look after her in war and 
peace. Allah 4 has praised the first Muslim society, saying, 
(You are the best of peoples evolved for mankind enjoining 
what is right forbidding what is wrong and believing in 
Allah)“ 


Surat Al-Jmran: Verse: 110. 


The first generation of Muslims were kind, merciful and 
sensitive towards women who lost their husbands. The books 
of Seerah have informed us that if a Companion died and the 
'‘Iddah ** of his wife was consummated, the Companions would 
gather and decide among themselves to find the best solution 
for her problem, so that no woman in the Muslim society 
would remain without a provider, especially those women who 
had no relatives and provider, although Bayt al-Maal “* was 
normally in charge of them. However, this noble action from 
Sahabah only covered the material aspect, who would then 
satisfy her spiritual side, emotional feelings and natural 
instinct? So she must have a husband who would look after her 
and secure her spiritual and natural instinct; one who would 
look after the welfare of her children. As a result, a dangerous 
social problem, which has a serious effect on our modern 


society, will be solved. 


Fifth Specious Argument: Some oft them criticise polygamy 
because it does not respect women's feelings! 


“ ‘Ida: a period after divorce or the death of her husband during which a 
woman must wait before re-marrying. 

“ Bayt al-Maal: the treasury of the Muslims where income from Zakaat and 
other sources is gathered for redistribution. 
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Reply: This sort of criticism normally emanated from some 
people who look at married women and forget about those who 
are deprived of husbands and provider. This evil perception 
results in dangerous social consequences, which are difficult to 
solve. If Islamic principles and etiquettes of polygamy were 
respected, this criticism would not be needed. In addition, 
according to some Fugahah, Islamic Shari'ah has stipulated 
that the first wife has the right to set conditions for her husband 
not to marry a second wife, and if he agrees he must fulfill his 
agreement. Also, Islamic Shari'ah has given this wife, if she is 
not happy with her husband, the right to use Khul’ divorce’”; 
Allah #€ says, (If you fear that they would be unable to keep 
the limits ordained by Allah, then there is no sin on either 
of them if she gives back (the mahr or a part of it) for her 
Khul' (divorce)) “. 


’ Khul’: a form of divorce initiated by the wife from her husband by giving 
him a certain compensation, or by returning back the mahr (dower) which 
he gave her. 

+ Surat al-Bagarah: verse 229. 
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SECTION TWO 
LEGISLATION AND WISDOM 
BEHIND POLYGAMY 


Allah 3 has prescribed and allowed polygamy for underlying 
noble reasons and magnificent objectives, in order to purify 
society of corruption, to remove depravity, to secure people 
against anxiety and protect their life, Allah's laws bring to 
people safety from diseases; ensure that their children keep 
their lineage and roots safe, making them feel that they are 
from a clean and pure ancestry, and not a passing sinful whim, 
This feeling has positive effects on children and society on the 
long run, because when they grow up they feel proud that they 
belong to noble and decent families, who look after them and 
provide them with emotional and psychological needs. They 
grow up balanced, and exempt from any psychological 
problems. On the contrary, illegitimate children are deprived of 
this feeling, full of emotional problems and mental illness, 
because they lack their parents’ love and affection. 


This complex becomes apparent when they grow up; they 
would develop an inferiority complex, and the older they 
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become the worse it gets. They would feel lost, alienated and 
unwanted in the society, in which they are living; they would 
feel unrelated to their fellow humans, because they were 
brought up in the street, deprived of a warm heart and 
affectionate hand. They brow up cursing and resentful of their 
society. They become an easy target and fall prey to colonial 
exploitation in their wars against weak countries. 


In its dirty wars, the French government used these illegitimate 
children in Algeria; they oppressed and tortured the Algerian 
people mercilessly. If polygamy was prescribed only to 
illuminate this evil phenomenon, it would be enough for human 
beings to adopt it. However, there are other good reasons for 
presMbing and allowing polygamy, amongst which are the 
following: 


Reasons and Needs for Polygamy: 


In this chapter we shall mention the needs which urge human 
society to resort to polygamy as a final solution to their social 
and economic problems; then, those anti-polygamy advocates 
can propose an alternative system which is more realistic and 
appropriate to the current situation and development of the 
modern world. 


1 am sure that they will not be able to come out with a possible 
solution, just as the Soviet Union could not benefit from the 
socialist system they had adopted and followed for decades, 
instead of the tsarist system, because it did not befit their 
environment and circumstances. 


1, Social Needs: 


a- There is no doubt that women outnumber men, 
because of continuous wars, as aforementioned, and other 
reasons, such as: women live longer than men because men in 
general tend to lose their strength and health at work and have 
to travel constantly to earn their living. 


b- The increase of the number of unmarried women is a 
determining factor in the spread of moral depravity, 
debauchery, poverty and physical and psychological problems, 
such as anxiety, depression, and feeling of alienation, etc. 


Countries which overlook the crime of Zinah and which the 
man-made law considers it one of the individual's rights have 
experienced a huge rise in corruption and immorality, signaling 
imminent destruction. This grim reality definitely requires 
polygamy, because the population census system confirms that 
young males are more likely to die than young females, 
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causing women to outnumber men, although the birth rate 
among males are higher than females. 


Some previous nations, such as the Greeks, Romans and some 
Pre-Islamic Arab tribes had developed a way to get rid of 
unwanted new bom girls, illustrated in burying them alive. A 
Roman King once adopted a law forcing a man to look after all 
his male children; as for the female, he was obliged to keep 
only the first one to be born; meaning that he could get rid of 
any new born female girl, without being charged.” 

This Jahiliyyah practice has appeared again in our modern time 
in China. The Chinese constitution does not allow a married 
couple to have more than one baby; and since the Chinese 
people love male babies more, they use different methods to 
get rid of new bor girls, until they have male ones. This evil 
practice has forced the Chinese government to modify the 
constitution and allow a couple to have two babies. 


2- Individual Needs: 


It is common knowledge that Zinah is forbidden in Islam. If 
polygamy was forbidden in Islam, it would be difficult for a 


” For more information, see Dr. Mahmud Salaam Zanati's "Taadud az- 
Zawjaat Lada’ ash-Shu'ub al-Afrikivayah”. 
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devoted righteous man, who worships Allah # sincerely, 
follows His Orders and abstains from His prohibited acts, 
because there are various compelling circumstances which 


force a man to marry more than one wife: 


a- If a wife suffers from a permanent disease which 
prevents her husband from getting near to her and she has no 
one to look after her, if he divorces her; it is not fair to divorce 
her while she is in this terrible state, Therefore, it is good for 
both of them if he marries a second wife, so that he would not 
commit Zinah and also his progeny would not cease, His first 
sick wife will remain under his protection until she gets well or 


meets her Lord. 


A judge in Egypt has married a woman and after a short period 
she was paralysed. Her condition became difficult; she could 
not move and could not eat alone. She would have no one to 
look after her if he divorced her. In fact, it was impossible for 
him to do so because he was a righteous good man; so he 
married a second wife, after the doctors had decided that his 
first wife could not be cured. The judge had appointed a 
servant to look after his sick wife and he used to tend her 


himself, until she died. 
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Some people might suggest that the opposite would have 
happened to the husband, instead; so what Shari‘ah law would 
say about that, especially if the divorce right is in the husband's 
hand? 

Reply: If she can bear her husband's long term disease and 
look after him until he dies, she would be rewarded on the Day 
of the Hereafter. However, if she cannot live without a 
husband, fearing that she would commit Zinah and cheat on her 
sick husband, Shari'ah law gives her the right to take the matter 
to an Islamic court and the judge would divorce them, because 
the Prophet 4 said: "One should not cause damage to another, 
nor should it be caused to him.” 

b- Another personal need is when a man cannot touch 
his wife during the time of pregnancy, childbirth and labour 
pains; the husband cannot endure all that time without sexual 
intercourse. 

¢- If a woman is barren and the husband wants to have 


children. The opposite could happen, and the answer to that is: 
Shari'ah law has given the wife the right to use Khul' divorce; 


% This Hadith is reported on the authority of Ibn Abbas and transmitted by 
Imam Ahmed in his Musnad and Ibn Majah in his Sunan, It is classified as 
Hadith Hasan, see: As-Suyyuti's "Al-Ja‘mi™: 2/646, 
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Allah % says, {If you fear that they would be unable to keep 
the limits ordained by Allah, then there is no sin on either 
of them if she gives back (the mahr or a part of it) for her 
Khul' (divorce). 


d- The need to have more children, because it 
embodies power and authority. Allah 3 says, (Wealth and 
children are the adornment of the life of this world) *! 


e- If the wife grows old and impotent and the husband 


is still strong and energetic, 


f- If the wife gives birth to female children only and the 
husband wants male children, especially if she cannot give 


birth any more, because she grows old. 


In addition, the marital life is not about satisfying one’s sexual 
desire only, but there are other psychological needs more 
important than desire and which the anti-polygamy groups do 
not know. One verse in the Qur'an has summarised this 
psychological need, (And among His Signs is this that He 
created for you wives from among yourselves that you may 
find repose in them, and He has put love and mercy 


® Surat al-Kahf: verse 46. 
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between your (hearts) * So where can one find a single wife 
who would fulfil a man's psychological needs? It is almost 
impossible! 

If one could find such a perfect and righteous wife, then there 
is no need for polygamy. The Prophet 4 had found that perfect 
woman in his first marriage with Khadijah, may Allah be 
pleased with her, despite the age difference between them. He 
3% was twenty five years and she was forty years. His life #% 
with her was good and peaceful; he % found the complete 
psychological repose in her. She, may Allah be pleased with 
her, used to cheer him up and case his suffering and pain, as a 
result of the Quraish’s abuse and harsh treatment during the 
Prophet's first years of Da'wah at Makkah, Khadijah, may 
Allah be pleased with her, had left a splendid impression on the 
Prophet 4%, which his subsequent wives could not match, 

A decent respectable wife is more precious than a valuable 
pearl, but hard to find. Whoever finds her, will not look for a 
second one, but will cherish every moment he has spent with 
her. Therefore, polygamy was prescribed by Allah #% to save 
man from two evils: The evil of committing Zinah which 
corrupts human soul, despite satisfying its desires; and the evil 


* Surat ar-Rum: verse 21. 


of divorcing the first wife to give one the opportunity to marry 
@ new one (in a monogamy system). The first wife has done 
nothing to deserve this harsh treatment under the monogamy 
system; she might be old, sick, poor or has lost her beauty, but 
she would be better off if she remained with her husband 
(under a polygamy system). 


2- Economic Needs: 


There is no doubt that the increase of the labour force has 
resulted in the increase of production; women and children 
help men in the farms and agricultural work, especially in 
Africa. Therefore, women in these African countries oppose 
the idea of one-man one- woman marriage relationship, 
because there are not enough men to marry all the women, so 
what would happen to those who do not get married, and who 
would carry out all the numerous responsibilities on the farm if 
the labour force is scarce? This is where the Islamic Shari'ah, 
excels because it does not neglect this problem; it is a 
paramount law, revealed for all humanity for all times, This 
helps Islam to spread among African nations and reduce the 


® See: Dr. Mustafa as-Siba'i's, "Women between Figh and Law". 
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spread of Christianity, which calls for a monogamy system 
(one wife only). To solve this tricky problem, the Church has 
recently allowed the people of these African countries to 
practise polygamy in order to adopt Christianity, while 
opposing it in their own countries. 

In addition, polygamy was common among Arabs before the 
advent of Islam. When Ghaylan ath-Thagafi embraced Islam he 
had ten (10) wives in the pre-Islamic period who accepted 
Islam along with him; so the Prophet # told him: “Keep four 
wives and separate from the rest of them.” This clearly shows 
that Islam came to limit the number of wives and not to 
increase them. This should be kept in mind whenever 
polygamy is mentioned. 


The opinion of women regarding polygamy varies from one 
country to another. Whereas in some countries, women do not 
object to polygamy, but rather feel pleased with it; in other 
countries, they fear it and do not trust it, Therefore, this matter 
requires comment with regard to two points: 


* Transmitted by Imam Ahmed, at-Tirmidhi and bn Majah, on the 
authority of Ibn Omar. 
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First: We have to distinguish between the opinion of a woman 


whose husband wants to marry a second wife and a woman 


who wants to be the second wife of a married husband. 


As for a woman whose husband wants to marry a second wife, 


there are various circumstances that soften her opposition to 


her husband's wish, among which for example: she is barren or 


grown too old. 


However, there are numerous advantages that a woman finds in 


polygamy: 


Polygamy can ease the burden of responsibility on 
them; hence, each will have plenty of time for her own 


personal concerns, 


Wives normally help each other in domestic duties and 
agricultural duties, especially in the countryside. This 
will make work easy for both of them and guarantee 
some form of security. If one of them falls sick or is 
inflicted by a disease, the other wife could do the 
housework and look after her children, until she 


recovers. 


Some women prefer that their husbands marry a second 
wife than engage in as many illegal relationships as 
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possible and have many girlfriends, On the contrary, 
arrogant Western women reject polygamy and are 
pleased with their husband to commit Zinah. 
Sometimes, such relationships cost women dearly, 
financially and morally, because illegitimate girlfriends 
do not contribute to the family's income; hence the 
legitimate wife and children suffer. It also results in a 
mental damage for the faithful wife. Worse than that, 
the husband might fall victim to a disease like HIV, and 
transfer it to his wife at home. 


As for the girl who wants to be a second wife of a married 
husband, there are certain considerations which attract her to 
marry such a husband; among them: 


People look at polygamy as an indication of wealth and power; 
so a young woman prefers to marry a married husband who is 
rich than to a poor man, and she can even marry a man who has 
more than two wives if his life with them is more secure and 
peaceful. Some young girls prefer to marry such a man whose 
experience with women indicates his righteousness as a 
husband than to someone who is unmarried and who has no 
experience with women as a husband. In addition, such a 
wealthy husband can fulfil his wives’ needs and requirements 
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easily. These are all considerations which could affect a young 


girl's wish to marry a married man. 


Sometimes, a girl is not completely free to choose between a 
married and an unmarried man. Circumstances are forced on 
her to be realistic and rational, because she has no option but to 
marry a husband who has one or more than a wife, otherwise 
she would remain unmarried. A woman's life without a 
husband is miserable, for this reason women, as well as men, 
wait eagerly to get married, because it is Allah's unchangeable 
law of nature. Allah & says, (O mankind! Be dutiful to your 
Lord, Who created you from a single person, and from him 
He created his wife, and from them both He created many 


men and women) * 


Second: The second remark involves women in some countries 
who refuse to be second wives to married men, unlike women 
in some other countries. Some women show extreme jealousy 
more than others and this jealousy leads her to refuse her 
husband taking another woman or be a second wife to a 


married man. However, this jealousy is more common among 


* Surat an-Nisa’: Verse 1 


young girls, but when they reach old age they change and 
polygamy becomes more acceptable to them, *° 


The Saudi magazine "A/-Majallah al-Arabiyyah" published an 
article entitled "The reasons behind Spinsterhood: Men stop 
practising polygamy and women seek to finish their 
education", It says: "One of the main reasons behind 
Spinsterhood is that men become averse to practicing 
polygamy and women delay marriage until they finish their 
education. This is a wrong thing to do, because it has bad 
consequences for women. Education should not stand in the 
way of their marriage. New figures have shown that 97% of a 
thousand female students in the Faculty of Education in Riyadh 
are not married, and when they graduate they would be 
between 24 and 26 years of age; and when a young man 
decides to get married, he would look for a 20 years old girl, 
not 26 years old. 


There are other reasons, among them chastity and the 
unblemished reputation of the man and woman. Therefore, it is 
better for a woman to have a husband who is already married 
than to be without a husband at all; it is better for a man to 


% For more information, see Dr. Mahmud Salaam Zanati's "Taadud az- 
Zawjaat.” 
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have two lawful wives than to have many unlawful girlfriends; 


so why do not we use our minds?"*” 


Yes, it is better for him and her to be a legal wife, under a 
system protected and prescribed by Allah 4@ than to be a 
girlfriend in a system of Satan's insinuation, 


The above article has put emphasis on the effect of TV, films 
and some newspapers and magazines which distort the truth 
about polygamy. They spread strange and foreign views and 
opinions in Muslim society which deter them from polygamy. 
‘These are views and opinions of some journalists and authors 
who grew up in a different culture than ours; acquired their 
education from orientalists and missionaries, who have been 
targeting our religion and noble tradition for years, after they 


failed in their military wars against Muslims for centuries.”* 


However, there are other views and opinions of some great 
foreign scholars and thinkers who believe that polygamy is the 
best system and it has many merits. 


*"4l-Majallah al-Arabiyyah", Issue 129, June 1988, 

* After his defeat in the Crusade attack against Egypt and his captive in 
1249 , King of France, Louis 9 wrote: “All military Crusade expeditions 
should be changed to peaceful Crusade expeditions, which have the same 
objectives, but the weapons of the new campaign should be to cause dispute 
and disagreement among Muslims; hence the Islamic Ummah and Islam 
will disintegrate.” 
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Opinions of Foreign Scholars and Thinkers about the 
Advantages of Polygamy: 


Some great philosophers and intellectuals have praised the 
system of polygamy and claimed that it has so many benefits 
that we must adopt it; among them: 


The German Philosopher Schopenhauer praised polygamy 
saying: "It is hard time we should admit that polygamy is a real 
advantage for all women.” He said this statement after he had 
explained the disadvantages of having only one wife. 


He also said: "There is no reason why a man cannot marry a 
second wife if his first wife is infected with a permanent 
disease or if she is barren or becomes old. The system of 
marriage in Europe is corrupt because it is based on equality 
between man and woman. This system has forced us to have 
only one wife; hence we have lost half of our rights and 
increased our responsibilities. However, since it has given 
women rights similar to those men have, it becomes obligatory 
that it gives them a brain similar to men's.” 

As for us Muslims, we have to adhere to what the Qur'an has 
said with regards to this matter, (and they (women) have 
rights similar (to those of their husbands) over them to 
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what is reasonable) ~’ In Islam there is a just and accurate 
balance between rights and responsibilities, both man and 
woman haye similar rights and responsibilities, according to 
their nature, A woman will not be left without a guardian in a 
country that adopts the system of polygamy. Married women in 
our countries are numbered; the rest, who are innumerable, are 
Jeft without husbands. 


Schopenhauer also said: “Who can live with one wife only; we 
cannot deny that most of the times, all of us take many women 


as girlfriends." 


The French historian, Gustine Lebone, said: "The system of 
polygamy, as introduced by Islam, is the best and cultured 
system for a country that adopts it. It strengthens the family 
and protects its unity. In such system, Muslim women are 
happier and more respected by men than European women." 
He also said: "I do not know on what foundation Europeans 
base their opinion and state that the system of polygamy is low 
in comparison to the system of monogamy in Europe, which is 


* Surat al-Bagarah: Verse 228. 
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full of lies and hypocrisy. Personally 1 prefer the system of 
polygamy to any other system." 


Wester Mark said: "The issue of polygamy is not settled yet, 
after it has been banned in the Europeans laws; it might re- 
emerge again whenever the circumstance of society 
deteriorates, with regard to family.” 


Lipon thinks that European laws will allow polygamy. 


In his book, "Muhammad, The Message and the Messenger", 
Dr. Nadhmi Luke stated in a chapter entitled, "Monogamy and 
Polygamy’: "This is the core of the issue of marriage in Islam, 
80 We must stop and recognize the truth. It is indisputable that 
religion is not intended for a particular level of people, or for a 
particular era or environment, but, rather, it is a law intended 
for the whole of humanity and a system to organize people. 
However, there is a certain degree of exaltedness, which cannot 
be reached except by people of strong will, and still it was not 
only for those that the guidance of religion was meant. 


If we look at people's reality, in the past and present history, we 
will realize that men are used to the practice of polygamy, 
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whether by permission of the law or religion or without. We 
must admit that no rational man prefers polygamy without 
licence, because the feeling of sin will follow him wherever he 
goes. In general, cheating has a bad affect on human behaviour; 
it disturbs the order and kills the good spirits, and these two are 
the backbone of a happy marriage and mental state, In addition, 
cheating and illegal relationships damage women's lives. 
Therefore, this permission to practise polygamy must be used, 
according to certain circumstances, and when natural 
justifications and good reasons, such as the condition of society 
or people, allow it. So what would be of a wife who has a 
permanent disease or is barren, is it better for her to live under 
a married man or be divorced? There is no doubt that the 
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answer is clear! 


Brothers and sisters, I shall now present a testimony from a 
woman world leader, Anna Bezant; who said: "If we weigh out 
things by the right just balance, we will realize that polygamy 
in Islam safeguards and protects the rights of women; it is more 
balanced than western prostitution, which allows a man to have 


“ : Dr. Mustafa as-Siba'i's, "Women between Figh and Law" and 


Muhammad Ridha's book: “Muhammad, Messenger of Allah". 
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sexual intercourse with a woman and satisfies his desire, then 
throws her to the street whenever he fulfills his desires."*' 


Required Conditions to Practise Polygamy: 


Polygamy in Islam is not obligatory (Fardh), nor necessary 
(Waajib), as some people might think, but it is permissible 
(Mubaah), Arabs before the advent of Islam used to have as 
many wives as possible, but when Islam came it limited 
polygamy to four wives only. 


Allah 3@ says, (and if you fear that you shall not be able to 
deal justly with the orphan-girls, then marry other women 
of your choice, two or three, or four; but if you fear that 
you shall not be able to deal justly with them, then only one 
or (the captives and the slaves) that your right hands 
possess. That will be more suitable to prevent you from 
doing injustice) “ We shall now check how authentic 
interpreters of the Qur'an have explained this verse. 


* Muhammad Zinou, "Tawjeehaat Islamiyyah", p.15-16. 
© Surat an-Nisa’: Verse 3. 
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Al-Qadhi al-Baydhawi” said: €if you fear that you shall not 
be able to deal justly) means: marry the orphans if you are 
quite sure that you will treat them justly and protect their 
interests and their property; however, if you fear that you will 
not be able to fulfil their rights, then marry other women, and 
make sure that you can fulfil their rights. Allah 4 says 
afterwards (but if you fear that you shall not be able to deal 
justly with them, then only one or (the captives and the 
slaves) that your right hands possess) meaning: choose one 
woman as a wife and leave the rest; (or (the captives and the 
slaves) that your right hands possess) here Allah % has 


made one free wife equal to a number of concubines. 


Then Allah #€ says, {you will never be able to deal equally 
between (your) wives even if it is your ardent desire, so do 
not incline too much to one of them so as to leave the other 
hanging. And if you do good and keep from evil, Allah is 
Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful) “ This is the verse 


© His full name is Naser ad-Deen Abu al-Khair Abdullah Ibn Omar Ibn 
Muhammad Ibn Ali al-Baydhawi; he adopted the school of ash-Sha'fi'l and 
he has written many books, All Imams and scholars have praised his books; 
he dies in Tibreez in 691 AH, As-Sabki said that al-Baydhawi is from Persia 
and was appointed as judge in Shiraz. 

Surat an-Nisa’: Verse 129. 
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which many people use as proof that justice is impossible, 
based on their understanding of the external meaning of the 
verse, and of the first part of the verse (from (You will never 
be able to deal equally between (your) wives even if it is 
your ardent desire)), without finishing the verse to the end; 
however, if they have finished the verse, they will find that the 
idea of impossible justice is not mentioned at all here. 
Interpreting the above verse, al-Qadi al-Baydhawi said: the 
impossible justice in the verse refers to the justice pertaining to 
the heart and not outward justice, ic. justice in provision, 
accommodation, physical, etc. Therefore, a husband should not 
incline to one of his wives too much in providing her with 
money, food, clothes, etc and leave the other one without 
nothing. As for the first part of the verse, (You will never be 
able to deal equally between (your) wives even if it is your 
ardent desire), it refers to the justice of the heart, because the 
husband do not have control over his heart and he is bound to 
have much love for one than the other wife. 


The Sunnah of the Prophet # explains the above verse very 
clearly, because Allah % says, (and We have sent down unto 
you (O Muhammad) the reminder, that you may explain 


clearly to men what is sent down to them) ®. The Prophet 
used to divide things equally among his wives, saying, "O 
Allah, this is my division concerning what I possess, so do not 
blame me concerning what You possess and I do not."* Here 
the Prophet # indicates that he can only divide material things 
equally between his wives and he has no control over his heart, 
because hearts are naturally born for the love of those who 
have done good to them and hate those who have done them 
wrong. 


In addition, a father may show more love for one of his 
children than the others, due to certain unexplained reasons, 
shall we blame him for that? Not at all, providing that he 
should not mistreat the rest of his children. Allah's verse, (even 
if it is your ardent desire), refers to the equality pertaining to 
the heart, even if you try hard to achieve that, because love of 
the heart is something controlled by Allah 4€ and it cannot be 
attained, as Allah says, (you will never be able to deal 
equally between (your) wives) and (so as to leave the other 
hanging), that is, to leave the other as if she has no husband or 
is divorced. 


® Surat an-Nahl: Verse 44, 
© This hadith is transmitted by the people of Sunnan and Ibn Hibban, on the 
authority of Ai'shah, may Allah be pleased with her. 
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The Prophet 4# used to warn those who had more than one wife 
from inclining to one of them completely, saying: "When a 
man has two wives and he is inclined to one of them, he will 
come on the Day of resurrection with a side hanging down."”” 


The Ministry of Social Affairs in Egypt has organized a 
conference in order to study the issue of: Polygamy Control or 
its Ban overtly as in the case of the Tunisian Law or covertly as 
in the case of the Syrian and Moroccan Law; Pakistan, 
however, has adopted the Tunisian Law in dealing with the 
issue of polygamy. In this women's conference, women have 
called for two tings: 


First; A marriage (i.e. second) should not be contracted or 
registered without the consent of a judge and that the judges 
should prevent anyone, who cannot afford to provide for his 
wives or live with them in good companionship, from getting 
married, and that the final decision for any marriage should be 
at the hand of a judge. 


© This hadith is transmitted by the people of Sunnan and Ibn Hibban, on the 
authority of Abu Hurairah . At-Tirmidhi added: (he does not treat them 


equally). 
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Second: if a man marries a second wife, his first wife has the 
right to ask for a divorce if she does not consent to his second 
marriage. She has the right to ask for a divorce whenever he 
marries another one. If the second wife does not know that he 
has already wife, she has the right to ask for a divorce. It is 
acceptable that the first wife imposes as a condition on her 
husband a divorce in her marriage certificate if he marries a 
second wife, as stipulated in madhhab™ Imam Ahmed Ibn 
Hanbal. 


However, the late Sheikh Muhammad Abu Zahrah, may Allah 
have mercy on him, has commented on these two issues; he 
said that there are two strange things in these 


recommendations; 


First: The consent of a judge to a marriage is a bid'ah 
(innovation in Islam), because how can the consent of a judge 
be binding and the marriage is lawful and valid in every 
respect? Moreover, the judge has no power to make a lawful 
valid marriage invalid. The validity or invalidity of a marriage 
cannot be consummated except by Allah 4%. So who can make 
“A school of law founded on the opinion of a Figeeh. The four main 
schools are Hanafi, Maliki, Sha'fi'i and Hanbali. 
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a lawful marriage between a man and a woman invalid by his 
own words? Suppose that a ruler or a judge does not recognize 
a certain lawful marriage, would the married woman remain 
suspended; she cannot marry another man because she is still 
married to her husband, yet she cannot be with him because the 
judge says so. 


Second: the judge has no right to carry out a marriage contract 
unless the husband proves that he can provide for his wives and 
live with them in good companionship. However, how can 
anyone prove that he is capable of doing that? Does he need a 
certificate from his work place or a testimony of two of his 
colleagues that he is a good person? This is really strange 
thinking, which is produced by people who do not care about 
Allah's Law, but want only to prohibit polygamy in conformity 
with the west and the churches. More strange is to impose as a 
condition for any particular marriage a necessity decided by the 
judge. Suppose that a man is strong and needs more that one 
woman to satisfy his sexual needs, does this count as a 
necessity for him to marry another woman? This condition can 
only prove one thing; these people allow Zinah (unlawful sex) 
and forbid polygamy (lawful marriage). 
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Sheikh Abu Zahrah added: "To those who attacked and 
criticized polygamy, considering it to be unlawful because of 
their limited and poor understanding of the above verses and to 
those who impose as a condition the consent of a judge for 
polygamy, I say to them; you have forgotten that polygamy 
was common among our Salaf Saleh (the worthy ancestors) 
and they were pious and righteous, never asking for a judge's 
consent to practise polygamy, so can you deal with this? Could 
you say that they did not understand the Qur'an, as understood 
by the anti-polygamy advocates? The latter even say that Salaf 
Saleh used to practise polygamy because they were just and 
due to certain benefits and advantages they deemed necessary, 
and those who practise polygamy today are only doing it 
because of sheer sexual desire. To respond to their claims, I say 
there is no proof whatsoever that our Salaf Saleh practised 
polygamy for other reasons than sexual desire, except the 
Prophet 4 who practised polygamy for various reasons and not 
for absolute desire. Our Salaf Saleh practised polygamy for 
Jawful desire, in which there was no sin, nor injustice towards 
their lawful wives. However, suppose that men today practise 
polygamy for lawful sexual desires only, do we have to prevent 
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them from doing so and allow them to commit unlawful sex 
and corrupt women? Would that be good? 


There is no doubt that satisfying one's desire lawfully, with a 
lawful wife, is better than committing Zinah and destroying 
‘one's life. Those who seek a noble and righteous society in 
which women's rights are protected believe that polygamy is 
more appropriate than unlawful relationships.”” 


For that reason, the best and most just of all people, Prophet 
Muhammad # said: "O Allah, this is my division concerning 
what I possess, so do not blame me concerning what You 
possess and I do not.” Allah $ possesses one's heart-love and 
nobody has control over his love, so love is not required, 
otherwise the Prophet 4 would be accused of lying, and Allah 
forbids. 


We shall now move on to talk about the number of wives one 
could have in Islam, Allah 4 says, (two or three, or four), 


™ For more information, read the book "Tandhteem al-Usrah" by the late 
Sheikh Muhammad Abu Zahrah. 
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that is, marry other women of your choice if you want two or 
three or four, as Allah 3€ says, (All praises be to Allah, the 
Originator of the heaves and the earth, Who made the 
angels messengers with wings, - two or three or four) ™. 
Imam Sha'fi'i, may Allah have mercy upon him, said; "The 
Sunnah of the Prophet # has indicated that no one, other than 
the Prophet 4%, is allowed to marry more than four wives. 
Sha'fi'i's statement is agreed upon by all scholars, except a 
group of Shi'ah who have claimed that one can marry more 
than four or even nine at once; other Shi'ah sects have even 


suggested that one can have as many wives as one wants. 


Some people may follow the act of the Prophet # and have 
more than four wives, but scholars have confirmed that it was 
one of the Prophet's characteristics to have more than four 


wives at once, because of the following authentic Ahadith: 


Az-Zuhri reported that Ibn Ja'far said: “Ghaylan Ibn Maslamah 
ath-Thagafi accepted Islam and he had ten wives in the pre- 
Islamic period who accepted Islam along with him; so the 
Prophet # told him to keep four wives and separate from the 


” Surat Faatir: Verse | 


rest of them."”! This Hadith proves that if it was lawful to have 
more than four wives, the Prophet 4 would have allowed 
Ghaylan to keep his ten Muslim wives. 


Another Hadith reported by Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah in their 
Musnad: Umairah al-Asadi said: "1 embraced Islam while I had 
cight wives. So I mentioned it to the Prophet 4. The Prophet 4 
said: "Select four of them." ” Therefore, all Ahadith of the 
Prophet 4% have indicated that it is not allowed to marry more 
than four. 


In addition, not all people can understand the Arabic language, 
in which the Qur'an was revealed. Dr. Mahmoud Muhammad 
Hijazi” said: "If you tell a group of people to divide an amount 
of money among themselves two or three or four, it means that 
each one of them should take whatever he/she wants: two, 
three or four, and not to collect all the numbers (two, three and 


7 ‘This hadith is transmitted by Sha'fi'i, at-Tirmidhi, Imam Ahmed, Ibn 
Majah, ad-Daraqutni, al-Bayhagi and others. 

7 For more Ahadith which deals with this issue, see Tafseer Ibn Kathir, 
second Juz’: 386-388. 

™ See: "At-Tafseer al-Wadheh”. 


94 


four) and take nine for example. This is the tradition of the 
Arabs and the Qur'an was revealed to them." 


Az-Zamakh'shari, may Allah have mercy on him, said: "The 
above verse confirms that it is forbidden to marry more than 
four women and the majority of scholars and jurists have 


agreed on this; only some Shi'a innovators have said that it is 
permissible to marry nine women, because they believe that the 
numbers (two, three or four in the verse) should be added up 


and that would make nine.” 


After this quick examination, we must keep in mind many 
facts: 

1- Shari'ah came to limit the number of women that one 
should marry, because before the advent of Islam, 
Arabs in Jahiliyyah used to marry as many women as 
they wished and without considering the notion of 
Justice. This is a very crucial point that we must keep in 
mind, whenever the issue of polygamy is mentioned, 
because many people think that Islam came to call for 
polygamy; whereas, in fact, it came to restrict the 


number of women. 
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It is very important to know that Shari'ah only permits 
one to marry four women and does not make it 
necessary, because many people believe that Islam has 
obliged Muslims to marry four, and if they do not do 
so, they are considered sinners. This is what orientalists 
and some thinkers believe, but it is not true. 


Polygamy is forbidden if it will cause any harm to the 
wife; Allah a says, (and do not treat them in such a 
harmful way that they be obliged to leave) “ and the 
Prophet 4% said: "One should not cause damage to 
another, nor should it be caused to him," 


If the first wife is not happy to live with the second 
wife, Shari'ah has given her the right to ask for divorce 
(Khul’ divorce).” 


The wife has the right to impose as a condition on her 
husband not to marry another woman on the marriage 
certificate and the husband must abide by that 
agreement, according to some jurists as 
aforementioned. 


™ Surat at-Talaag: verse 6. 

5 Khul’: a form of divorce initiated by the wife from her husband by giving 
him a certain compensation, or by returning back the Mahr (dower) which 
he gave her. 
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6- The financial and physical capability. 


7- Treat one’s wives with justice as understood from the 


verse. 


8- The husband should not lie to the second wife he 
intends to marry; he must inform her about his financial 


and family life and then she would decide, 


Finally we say to those who think that justice is impossible, 


hence polygamy is forbidden: 


It is confirmed that the Prophet 4 practised polygamy and his 
Companions too during his lifetime and he % never denied 
them that right. If it is said that polygamy is one of the 
Prophet's % characteristics, we would reply that one of his 
characteristics is to have more than four, and not to have more 
than one. So, how the Prophet 4% agreed to his Companions’ 
practice of polygamy and never object to it? 


I do not believe that there is a sane man who could admit that 
the Companions # and the majority of Muslims have not 


understood the meaning of the aforesaid verses during the last 
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fourteen centuries and that Allah % has given this knowledge 
and understanding to today’s anti-polygamy supporters. 


For a long time the enemies of Islam have tied to issue a law 
forbidding polygamy for various reasons; but their attempts 
have failed because our remarkable scholars have stood in their 
way and prevented them to change our Islamic Shari'ah laws, 
Sheikh al-Gazali has written a very important and brave 
‘statement, which helps solve our social problems and give a 
decisive treatment to the issue of polygamy; he said; "Life has 
firm cultural and economic laws which definitely force 
themselves on people, whether they know them, hence they 
prepare themselves to confront them, or ignore them, hence, 
their effects appear among themselves. The relation between a 
man and a number of women is one of the things that the 
marital status decides on, and ignoring it is regarded as 
opposing reality, because the number of men and women varies 
in any society: either it is equal, or one outnumbers the other. If 
it is equal or the number of women is less than that of men, 
polygamy disappears automatically and, then, every man, 
willingly or unwillingly will keep what he has. However, if the 


number of women is higher than men, we have one of three 
options: 
1- Prevent some of the women from marrying until they 
die. 
2- Allow men to have as many illegal girlfriends as 
possible and Zinah. 


3- Allow polygamy. 


We believe that a woman does not like to be left without a 
husband and does not like to commit illegal sexual intercourse 
either; so there is only one option left for her: to share her 
husband with another woman; a husband who can give them 
both love and affection and raise their children; then there is no 
harm in acknowledging the principle of polygamy, stated by 


Islam, as the best and noble solution to all humanity, 


Moreover, there is a huge difference among men regarding 
sexual strength; some are given much share of health, strength 
and sexual desire than others and it is not fair to prevent them 


from exercising their right of practising polygamy. In addition, 
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there are other cases where a man needs to practise polygamy; 
for example his wife is sick, weak, barren or becomes old, what 
should he do then? For the old relationship's sake, his wife 
must understand that her husband needs a second wife who 
would look after him and fulfil her right as a wife. 


The Prophet 4 orders Muslim youth to fast if they cannot 
afford to get married; he 4 said: "O young Muslims, whoever 
can afford to get married should do so and whoever cannot 
should fast, for it is a protection for him." Allah 3 says, (and 
let those who find not the financial means for marriage 
keep themselves chaste, until Allah enriches them of His 
Bounty)”*. A Muslim marriage requires some sort of a dower 
for the wife. If the man cannot afford that, he must wait and 
keep himself chaste, It is no excuse for him to say that he must 
satisfy his natural cravings within or outside marriage. It must 
be within marriage. 

More children come with more wives, and Islam requires 
justice with one’s children in education, food, clothing, etc, 
although their mothers might be different. The Prophet 4% said: 
"Help your children with piety; anyone is able to rid his 


7 Surat an-Nur: verse 33. 
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children of disobedience."” So fathers should be careful to 
follow their sexual desire and ignore their children’s education, 
They must give his children their due rights. The Prophet a 
said: "Enough for a man a sin that he withholds the subsistence 
from those he provides for."”* Therefore, this is the kind of 
justice that Allah 4 has associated with polygamy, so whoever 
is able to fulfil these responsibilities, he can marry, two, three 
or four, otherwise one wife is enough for him, (but if you fear 
that you shall not be able to deal justly with them, then only 
one). 


If we prevent polygamy in our society, can we protect it form 
the disease of Zinah and sexual desires? Certainly not; even if 
Islam does not tackle the issue of polygamy, scholars and 
righteous people should dea! with it for the benefit of society 
and its protection from promiscuous behaviour. I must add that 
this attack on polygamy is one of the Western influences on 
our Islamic society; Christianity alone (with the exclusion of 
all religions) has adopted the anti-polygamy policy and forced 
man to marry one woman, leaving society to deal with the 


” Transmitted by at-Tabarani, on the authority of Abu Hurairah, 
7 Sahih Muslim, on the authority of Ibn Omar 4. 
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problem of the increase of women and sexual desire. It is clear 
that this has become a problem of ethics and religion. 


We know that many Prophets and Messengers married more 
that one woman and that did not taint their reputation and picty. 
In the Old Testament there is ample evidence of this fact. Islam 
does not consider reclusion and abandoning women a form of 
worship as monks do, nor marriage a sin as attributed to 
Christianity, but the crime is to leave one’s sexual desire at 
liberty, without controlling it."”” 


Summary on Polygamy: 


The first lesson to be drawn from this study is that the system 
of polygamy is an effective way to protect society from 
corruption, diseases and any damage caused by the increase in 
the number of women who cannot get married. There are 
various causes which lead to the increase of women; among 
them: 


1- Wars where men are exposed to death. 


” See Muhammad al-Ghazali's "Figh as-Seerah”, 
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2- Female birth rate is higher than male. 
3- Male children death rate is higher than female. 


Some may say that modern warfare does not discriminate 
between men and women, because they use airplanes that 
bomb people from the sky, hence killing everybody; however, 
men still remain the backbone of any army and victims of 
death, because they are the soldiers. Therefore, any war leads 
to the decrease in the number of men, causing the number of 
women to increase. The best examples are the First and Second 
World Wars and the Iraq-Iran war, which left thousands of 
women without husbands. 


There is no doubt that these surplus women can cause 
enormous damage to family and society if left without control. 
We believe that polygamy is one of the best ways that can help 
absorb the effect of this surplus. In a moment of its history, 
some countries who had adopted the system of monogamy 
were forced to practise polygamy. In 311 BC and after the 
defeat of its army in a fierce battle, Athens had allowed man to 
have two wives, because the defeated army was formed of 
male youth. So the government adopted this policy to 
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compensate Athens of the loss of its males and so that women 
would not remain without husbands. 


After the First World War, people in France called for a change 
in the law that punished those who married more than one wife. 
They demanded that their government should permit 
polygamy, in order to help French society overcome the 
problem left by the war, namely the increase in the number of 
women, and to give every woman her right of motherhood and 
marriage. In addition, newspapers in Germany still tackle the 
issue of polygamy, from time to time, and consider the 
possibility of allowing it within German society. 


Therefore, since these countries (France, Germany and others) 
forbid polygamy in their societies, it has caused a great effect 
in their women's hearts; hence they prefer to have illegitimate 
children, from their boyfriends, than to have legitimate children 
from legal marriage, under the just system of polygamy. 
Disallowing polygamy can cause, in some cases, injustice and 
distress. Here are few examples: 
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- If a wife is barren and her husband wants to keep her and at 


the same time have children! 


- The barren wife, herself, does not mind her husband having a 


second wife. 


- A man might find another woman who wants to marry him, 
knowing that he has already had a wife; so it is insane and 
unjust to prevent this man from having two wives, since both 


women do not object to this marriage. 


Therefore, by applying Shari'ah principles and ethics in his 
marriage and doing justice to his wives, the polygamist would 
benefit his society and women in general, by decreasing the 
number of unmarried women. This will allow maximum 
women to have their right of legitimate motherhood and a 
happy family life, and at the same, stop the waves of corruption 
and illegal sex that swamp society. 


Dear readers, it becomes clear now that polygamy is a social 
necessity, as well as it is an individual, collective, economic 
and a healthy one. Islamic Shari'ah is the only useful and 
practical solution for both spinsterhood and the increase of the 
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number of women. Several countries, headed by Germany, are 
thinking of allowing polygamy in their societies; if not today, it 
must be tomorrow then, This proves that Islam is authentic and 
suitable for every place and in any era. It has a solution and 
answer for any problem before it happens, by having a 
preventive system; whereas the secular system only deals with 
a problem or an issue after it affects people, causing them grief 
and affliction. 


The monogamy system and the problems it entails is not 
working in the West; therefore, law makers are looking for a 
new system to deal with them, just like the problem of divorce, 
which they objected to at the beginning, then they were forced 
to allow it in most extreme countries, such as Italy and Spain, 
and lately Canada. Similarly, they have started to warn people 
against smoking and drugs, after studies have shown their 
effect and damage on people, family and society at large. 


Islam is a great religion, system and way of life. Muhammad 4& 
is a great Prophet; he was a good example in implementing this 


system, (and who is better in judgement than Allah for a 


people who have firm faith) “ 


" Surat al-Ma'idah: Verse 50. 


SECTION THREE 
WHY THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD 
MARRIED MORE THAN ONE 


There is no doubt that much has been written about Prophet 
Muhammad 4%, from indepth biographies by Muslim scholars 
and non-Muslim researchers to sayings upon sayings of others. 
1 do not think that I will add something new to it, but since our 
book deals with the subject of polygamy | find it interesting to 
write a simple biography of the Prophet 4%, so that the new 
generation can have full knowledge of it and can defend him 4%, 
whenever the orientalists and preachers try to fabricate lies 
against him #. 


I could not find a better statement than that of Dr, Mustafa as- 
Siba'i', may Allah have mercy on him. He said: “One of the 
many Islamic issues that missionaries, orientalists and Western 
philosophers use against Islam and attack the Prophet 4 is the 
issue of the Prophet's # marrying more than four wives. They 
harass Muslims and insult Islam them whenever the issue of 


polygamy is mentioned. I had a discussion once with one of the 


‘Western scholars this is how it went. 


- Dr. as-Siba’i': Why do you attack Muslims and the Prophet 48, 
especially in your school books, while we are living now in a 
new era where cultures have come together and people know 
each others very well, so you should not tell lies? 


- The Western scholar replied: We, westerners, cannot respect a 


man who has married nine wives. 


Dr, as-Siba'i': Do you respect Prophets of Allah Dawud and 


Solaiman? 


The Western scholar replied: Yes, they are among the Prophets 


of Torah. 


Dr. as-Siba'i': Prophet Dawud 2 used to have 99 wives and he 
made them 100 when he married one of his soldier's wife, as it 
is well-known, As for Prophet Solaiman 8, he had 1000 
wives, as it is written in the Torah. They were the most 
beautiful women of their time. So how can you respect 
someone who marries 1000 women and not one who marries 


nine women? 


The Wester scholar remained silent for a while and said: I did 
not mean it that way, what I meant to say was, we westerners 
do not accept the fact that someone would marry more than one 
wife, and we think that anyone who marries more than one is 
strange and a pleasure-seeker. 


Dr, as-Siba’i' said: So what can you say about Prophet Dawud 
and Solaiman #4 and the rest of Bani Israel's Prophets and 
Messengers, they all used to practise polygamy, starting from 
Ibrahim #8? The western scholar could not answer."! 


Any Muslim can use this method of discussion to refute any 
false lies made by orientalists or missionaries about Islam and 
Prophet Muhammad #. 


There are other facts which confirm that Prophet Muhammad 
4% was not after physical pleasure, as many orientalists and 
preachers claim. They insist on their false claims and 
exaggerate in propagating their lies, but we are not tired of 
answering these claims and refuting these lies, to make the 
truth well-known to the world, A detailed study of his 
childhood will clarify his innocent pure upbringing. 


™ Dr. Mustafa as-Siba'i’: "Al-Mar‘at bayna al-Figh wa al-Qanun" 
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The Prophet's 4 Childhood: 


Of his youth the Prophet 4% said: “I have never done a thing of 
what the people of Jahilia (pre-Islamic period) used to do, 
except on two occasions, and Allah $€ protected me; then He #% 


honoured me with His message. 


“One evening | asked a boy from Quraysh who used to graze 
with me on the highlands of Makkah: “Would you look after 
my cattle until I go to Makkah and have some fun, as young 
men do?” The boy answered “I would”. 


I went with this intention, and when I reached the first house in 
Makkah I heard the sound of tambourines and flutes, I asked 
“What is this?” They answered: “Somebody is getting 
married." Then | sat and watched but Allah 3 made me deaf 
and I slept and did not wake up till sunrise. 


When I returned to my friend he asked, “What have you 


done?” 


I answered: "Nothing and I told him what had happened”, On 
another evening I asked my friend to do me the same favour, 


and he agreed. 


1 


I set out and when I reached Makkah I heard the same music 
but Allah made me deaf again. By Allah, I slept till sunrise, 
then I returned to my friend and told him the whole story. 
Henceforth I have never done evil until Allah the Almighty 
honoured me with his Message. 


In this way Allah 4 prevented him from doing anything 
foolish for He # was keeping Muhammad # for something 
much more important. The Prophet # was known by his 
people as al-Ameen (the trustworthy one). By the time he was 
twenty-five, Muhammad had become well known in the city 
for the integrity of his disposition and the honesty of his 
character. 


The Prophet # lived in Makkah all his youth life; and the 
polytheists of Quraysh knew him very well and would do 
anything to harm him when he became Messenger of Allah. 
However, they could not propagate a single word that touches 
his chastity and purity. Had they found a means to do so, they 
would have done it, without hesitation or fear; they would have 
exaggerated, and propagated rumours. He # never tried to 
commit a sinful deed; his hand never touched a woman's hand, 
unless she was his wife or a near relative or a slave. 
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The Prophet % spent the prime of his youth in Makkah, where 
he could easily enjoy the pleasures of life, but he spent most of 
these days quietly, honestly, in contemplation and chastity. He 
did not marry or engage to be married until he was twenty-five 
years old, Had he been a pleasure seeker, as many claimants 
said, he would have sinned before his marriage. Had he felt any 
lust for women, he would have hastened to marry at an earlier 
age, as was the custom of young men of his days. But he did 
not marry till the age of twenty-five, when he traded for As- 
Sayyida Khadija Bint Khuwailid, may Allah be pleased with 
her, who admired his honesty and good conduct. 


As-Sayyida Khadija was a wealthy lady. She married twice 
from Bani Makhzoum, and as a widow, she was asked for 
marriage by many of the notable personalities of Quraish, but 
she refused them all because she was convinced they were after 
her wealth. She admired Mohammed's trust, honesty and 


manners. 


The Prophet 4 married Khadija knowing that she was at least 
fifteen years older and that she was married twice before. 
When they were married, he 4 did not feel this difference in 
age; the happiness, loyalty, good companionship they both felt 
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and the joy they had in their sons and daughters made them 
overcome this difference. Had he 4 been after pleasure, he 
would have married a younger girl like any young man would 
have done. 


It is remarkable to note that while the while the Prophet 4 
enjoyed the happiness of this conjugal life with As-Sayyida 
Khadija, he used to leave his home for several nights spending 
them in meditation and devotion in the cave of Hira. He 4 was 
Keen on religious purification in that cave every year during 
the month of Ramadan and live on the least of food sent to him 
there. 


Had he 4% been fond of women, he would not have abandoned 
his home to an isolated cave where he spent the night alone in 
meditation and devotion. The happiness of the Prophet with his 
wife and what this notable lady did for him made the difference 
in age between them insignificant. She was the first to believe 
in the message of Muhammad % and to help establish Islam. 
She participated in person and supported the cause of Islam in 
time of agony and hardship. Whenever the infidels opposed 
him, she always solaced and comforted him making things easy 
for him until she died. 
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For twenty five years the Prophet # lived with as-Sayyida 
Khadija, without taking another wife, when marrying several 
‘women was the common practice in Makkah, and when he # 
was still a strong man, and she was getting older. 


He #& remained all his life loyal to her, openly praising and 
admiring her and so careful to preserve her good memory. 
Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: "I have never 
been jealous of a woman as | am of Khadija; the Prophet % 
frequently mentioned her and used to slaughter a sheep and call 
on Khadija's friends offering them its meat". She also said: 
"Whenever Allah's Messenger % left the house he remembered 
Khadija, and then he would highly praise her. One day he 
mentioned her and I felt jealous so I said; "Wasn't she an old 
woman and Allah gave you a better one?” He 4 was so angry 
that hair on the front of his head shook and then said: "No by 
Allah, he did not, she believed in me when all the others did 
not. She trusted me when the rest considered me a liar. She 
lavished her money upon me when I was poor. She gave me 
children while others did not". Aishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, then said: "So I said to myself I shall never again 
speak badly of her". Khadija, may Allah be pleased with her, 
died three years before the Hijra. 


1S 


The Prophet 4 was content with one wife during his youth - a 
period when the sexual desires are at maximum. Even this fact 
proves that his marriages were not sex-orientated, lust-based. 
They were aimed at some important humanistic, and social and 
sometimes political objectives and they were all in accordance 
with the then-prevailing Arabic traditions. 


Now let us mention some testimonies of some objective 
scholars about the Prophet 4, 


Dr. Annie Besant said: "But do you mean to tell me that the 
man who in the full flush of youthful vigour, a young man of 
four and twenty (24), married a woman much his senior, and 
remained faithful to her for six and twenty years (26), at fifty 
years of age when the passions are dying married for lust and 
sexual passion? Not thus are men’s lives to be judged. And you 
Jook at the women whom he married, you will find that by 
every one of them an alliance was made for his people, or 
something was gained for his followers, or the woman was in 
sore need of protection," 


® Dr Annie Besant in 'The Life and Teachings of Mohammad," Madras, 
1932. 
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A noted British author has observed: "No great religious leader 
has been so maligned as Prophet Mohammed. Attacked in the 
past as a heretic, an impostor, or a sensualist, it is still possible 
to find him referred to as “the false prophet." A modem 
German writer accuses Prophet Mohammed of sensuality, 
surrounding himself with young women. This man was not 
married until he was twenty-five years of age, then he and his 
wife lived in happiness and fidelity for twenty-four years, until 
her death when he was fourty-nine. Only between the age of 
fifty and his death at sixty-two did Prophet Mohammed take 
other wives, only one of whom was a virgin, and most of them 
were taken for dynastic and political reasons. Certainly the 
Prophet's record was better than the head of the Church of 
England, Henry VIIL."" 


Thomas Carlyle in his "HEROES AND HERO WORSHIP" 
said: "Muhammad was definitely not a man of lust and 
pleasure, despite all the unjust false accusations, and we would 


be wrong to think that he was after pleasure." 


© Geofirey Parrinder, Mysticism in the World's Religions (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1976, pg. 121). 
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In addition, he 38 used to lead a simple and ascetic life with his 
wives. Urwah Ibn az-Zubair reported that Aishah, may Allah 
be pleased with her, used to say to him: "O son of my sister, by 
Allah, I used to see the new moon, then the new moon, then the 
new moon, i.e., three moons in two months, and a fire was not 
kindled in the house of Messenger of Allah %." I (Urwah) said, 
“O my aunt, what were your means of sustenance?" She said; 
"Dates and water. But it (so happened) that the Messenger of 
Allah #% had some Ansar neighbours who had milk animals. 
They used to send the Messenger of Allah # some milk of their 
(animals) and he gave that to us to drink." “ 


The Prophet # was also simple in his clothes, his bed and his 
utensils. He used to wear whatever he could get hold of; 
sometimes he wore wool, some other times cotton or flax. He 
wore Yemeni cloaks, gowns, shirts, trousers, wrappers, 
mantles, boots and sandals; he #& never wore silk and he 
forbade drinking or eating in gold or silver utensils. He also 
forbade wearing silk or sitting on it. Sometimes he slept on a 
mattress, some other times on leather or on a mat. Sometimes 
‘on a bed, His mattress was stuffed with palm fibers and so was 
his cushion, yet he was ideally clean. 


Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. 
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Once Omar Ibn al-Khattab 4 saw him lying on a rough mat 
and wept, saying: ‘O Messenger of Allah! While kings sleep in 
soft leather beds, you are lying on a rough mat. You are the 
Messenger of Allah and, therefore, deserve more than any 
other people an easy life.” The Messenger % answered him: 'Do 
you not agree that [the luxuries of] the world be theirs but those 
of the Hereafter ours?” 


He was not the only ascetic one among his people, but he 
induced his nearest folk to do the same. He imposed the same 
asceticism upon his wives and his daughters, for the Muslim 
women to follow their example. Had he wished to be generous 
and extravagant with them he could have been; it was easy for 
him to allot more than his folks and his dire needs. 


His meals never exceeded one course. Thus if he had meat, he 
ate nothing besides it; if dates, he had nothing else, if bread, it 
would suffice him, and if he found milk without bread he 
would be satisfied. He used to eat what was available and never 


refused what he was offered, while eating he never reclined. 


Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: “The Prophet #% 
never ate to satiation. He never asked his folk for food, nor did 
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he long for it. If they gave him food he would eat, and 
whatever they gave him he would eat, and whatever they gave 
him as food or drink he would accept it.” He 4 met His Lord, 
leaving behind him light of knowledge and guidance for all 
humanity to follow. He did not leave money or property. His 
ascetic life was an example for his followers. 


The Qur'an has informed us about his wives dissatisfaction of 
their lives, so Allah # gave them the choice of the ascetic life 
with the Prophet 4, hence the good reward in the Hereafter, or 
be divorced and have the full pleasure of this life, but they 
chose Allah 4, His Messenger 4 and the reward of the 
Hereafter. Allah 4 says, {O Prophet! Say to your wives: "If 
you desire the life of this world and its glitter, then come! I 
will make a provision for you and set you free in a 
handsome manner (divorce). But if you desire Allah and 
His Messenger, and the home of the Hereafter, then verily, 
Allah has prepared for A/-Muhsinaat (good-doers) amongst 
you an enormous reward) “ In these verse, the Prophet's 
wives are told here that they had no place in the sacred 
household if they merely wished for ease or worldly glitter. If 


" Surat al-Ahzaab: verses 28-29. 
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such were the case, they could be divorced and amply provided 


for. 


In an authentic Hadith, Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, 
said; "When Allah's Messenger was ordered to give option to 
his wives, he started with me, saying, “I am going to mention 
to you something, but you shall not hasten (to give your reply) 
unless you consult your parents." The Prophet knew that my 
parents would not order me to leave him. Then he said, "Allah 
says: (O Prophet! Say to your wives: "If you desire the life 
of this world and its glitter, then come! I will make a 
provision for you and set you free in a handsome manner 
(divorce) } (33,28-29) I said, "Then why I consult my parents? 
Verily, | seek Allah, His Messenger and the Home of the 
Hereafter." Then all the other wives of the Prophet # did the 


same as I did. 


“ Sahih al-Bukhari: Vol.6, hadith No.309. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 


ABOUT POLYGAMY 


Marrying more than one is an ancient tradition: 


There is no doubt that Polygamy had been practised by 
mankind for thousands of years before Islam. All the ancient 
nations practised polygamy, the Hebrews practised it ages ago, 
the Torah allowed it, but did not limit the number of wives; this 
was done by the Talmud. Many of the ancient Israelites were 
polygamous, some having hundreds of wives. In the Bible, 
King Solomon # is said to have had seven hundred wives and 
three hundred concubines. David *# (Dawud) had ninety-nine 
and Jacob #2 (Yaqub) had four. Advice given by some Jewish 
wise men states that no man should marry more than four 


wives. 


However, the rabbis limited the number of wives to four; 
depending on the fact that Jacob # had simultaneously four 
wives. The Jews preserved the practice of polygamy in Europe 
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till the Middle Ages. And they are still practicing it till today in 
the Muslim world. 


No early society had put any restrictions on the number of 
wives or put any conditions about how they were to be treated. 
Jesus #8 was not known to have spoken against polygamy. As 
recently as the seventeenth century, polygamy was practised 
and accepted by the Christian Church. The Mormons (Church 
of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints) have allowed and 
practised polygamy in the United States, 


Monogamy was introduced into Christianity at the time of Paul 
when many revisions took place in Christianity. This was done 
in order for the church to conform to the Greco-Roman culture 
where men were monogamous but owned many slaves who 
were free for them to use: in other words, unrestricted 
polygamy. 


Early Christians invented ideas that women were “full of sin" 
and man was better off to "never marry." Since this would be 
the end of mankind, these same people compromised and said 
“marry only one." 
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The Athenians used to marry more than one wife without 
limitations. Demesius boasted that he had three classes of 
wives; two classes were legal and one not fully. The ancient 
Egyptians practised the same tradition during the time of 
Theodore the Sicilian; their nobles also possessed slave 
women. The laws of Zerdushcht allowed the Persians to have 
more than one wife, besides mistresses and woman friends, 
claiming that warlike nations were in constant need of young- 
men. 


Thus polygamy was allowed, without any specific law either to 
forbid it or organize its practice, The Romans did the same 
thing, the dictator Sylla had five wives, Caesar and Pompy had 
four each, Some Christians, such as Emperor Constantine and 
his son, married more than one, Emperor Viabius Valentian 
issued a law permitting all citizens the right to marry several 
women, if they wished to do so. 


No one in the middle of the fourth century A.D. ever protested. 
The emperors who succeeded Valentain also practised this 
tradition, and his law remained in force till the reign of 
Justinian, when it was successfully prohibited, few of the 


learned people obeyed it, but the majority of the people ignored 
it, 


Men of other nations also used to marry several women, such 
as the Indians, Medians, Babylonians and Assyrians; it is, 
therefore, no wonder that in the Jahiliyyah period this tradition 
was practised by the Arabs. Every Arab married more than one 
woman if he could afford it, or if the circumstances compelled 
him to, or if he found that some advantage would befall him, 
Al Mundhir Tbn al Harith Ibn Abi Gabla Al Ghassani, patriarch 
and guardian of the eastern church had several wives. So did 
An- Nu'man, king of Hira, even after becoming a Christian 


When Islam dawned, there were men at Thaqif for example, 
who had ten wives each and when some of them, were 
converted to Islam, such as Ghilan Ibn Salma and Sufian Ibn 
Abd Allah and Masu’ud Ibn Amer, each had to divorce six 
wives and keep four only. Quain Ibn Al Harith had eight wives, 
and Nawfal Ibn Mu’awia had five, so the Prophet 4 asked him 
to choose four, Abdul Mutalib Ibn Hashem had six wives. Abu 
Sufian and Safwan Ibn Umayyah had six. Al Mughira Ibn 
Shu'bah married quite a large number ranging ~ according to 


different sources — between seventy and ninety-three. 
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This short review is, | hope, sufficient to refute the claims of 
the adversaries of Islam who assume that Muhammad # was 
the legislator of this tradition. 


‘Now let us look at how western men treat their women and if 
they really care about them, as they continuously claim. They 
consider the practice of polygamy unjust and cruel towards 
women. Some Western men take the position that monogamy 
protects the rights of women. But are these men really 
concerned about the rights of women? The society has many 
practices that exploit and suppress women, leading to women’s 
liberation movements from the suffragettes of the carly 
twentieth century to the feminists of today. 


We realize that many times in the modern societies when 
relations are strained, the husband simply deserts his wife. 
Then he cohabits with a prostitute or other immoral woman 
without marriage. 


We can definitely say that in Western societies there are three 


kinds of polygamy practised: 


= Serial polygamy, that is, marriage, divorce, marriage, divorce 
and so on any number of times. 
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- A man married to one woman but having and supporting one 


or more mistresses. 
- An unmarried man having a number of mistresses. 


Islam condones but discourages the first and forbids the other 
two. Without doubt wars cause the number of women to 
greatly exceed the number of men. In a monogamous society 
these women, left without husbands or support, resort to 
prostitution, illicit relationships with married men resulting in 
illegitimate children with no responsibility on the part of the 


father, or remain lonely spinsters or widows, 


In the countries where polygamy is illegal, large number of 
people practise extra-marital sex or live with a mistress. The 
number of mistresses may go up to a dozen or so, Western 
society and the church have closed their eyes to this particular 
sinful act in their own country and criticise Muslim countries 
for polygamy. For example, French President Francois 
Mitterrand kept a mistress for many years. She stunned the 
country when she appeared at Mitterrand's funeral with two 
children she had sired by him. 
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The truth of the matter is that monogamy protects men, 
allowing them to “play around" without responsibility, Easy 
birth control and easy legal abortion has opened the door of 
illicit sex to women and she has been lured into the so-called 
sexual revolution. But she is still the one who suffers the 
trauma of abortion and the side effects of birth control 
methods. 


Men are the ones protected by monogamy, while women 
continue to be victims of men’s desires. Polygamy is very 
much opposed by the male dominated society because it would 
force men to face up to responsibility and fidelity. It would 
force them to take responsibility for their polygamous 
inclinations and would protect and provide for women and 
children. 


Among all the polygamous societies in history there were none 
that limited the number of wives. All of the relationships were 
unrestricted. In Islam, the regulations conceming polygamy 
limit the number of wives a man can have while making him 
responsible for all of the women involved. 
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Allah 4€ says, (If you fear that you will not be able to deal 
justly with the orphans, marry women of your choice, two 
or three or four; but if you fear that you shall not be able to 
deal justly (with them), then only one or (the captives or the 
slaves) that your right hands possess. That will be more 
suitable to prevent you from doing injustice) (An-Nisa’: 3). 


While the provision for polygamy makes the social system 
flexible enough to deal with all kinds of conditions, it is not 
necessarily recommended or preferred by Islam. Taking the 
example of the Prophet Muhammad 4 is instructive, He was 
married to one woman, Khadija, for twenty-five years. It was 
only after her death when he had reached the age of fifty that 
he entered into other marriages to promote friendships, create 
alliances or to be an example of some lesson to the community; 
also to show the Muslims how to treat their spouses under 


different conditions of life. 


The Prophet 4% was given inspiration from Allah #% about how 
to deal with multiple marriages and the difficulties encountered 
therein. It is not an easy matter for a man to handle two wives, 
two families, and two households and still be just between the 


two, 


The bottom line in the marriage relationship is good morality 
and happiness, creating a just and cohesive society where the 
needs of men and women are well taken care of. The present 
Western society, which permits free sex between consenting 
adults, has given rise to an abundance of irresponsible sexual 
relationships, an abundance of “fatherless" children, many 
unmarried teenage mothers; all becoming a burden on the 
country’s welfare system. In short, we find that artificially 
created monogamy has become a factor in ruining the family 
structure, and the social, economic and political systems of the 
country. 


Islam wants people to be married and to develop a good family 
structure. Also, Islam realized the requirements of the society 
and the individual in special circumstances where polygamy 
can be the solution to problems. Therefore, Islam has allowed 
polygamy, limiting the number of wives to four, but does not 


require or even recommend polygamy. 


In the Muslim societies of our times, polygamy is not 
frequently practised despite legal permission in many 
countries, It appears that the males of various other countries 
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are more polygamous, getting away with not taking 
responsibility for the families they should be responsible for. 


Another point which is worth mentioning is that it has been 
considered for years that Islam does not give equal rights to 
men and women, and consider women only the subject of 
comfort for males. This opinion has been delivered time and 
time again by renowned women activists, but their basis of 
arguments being only the alleged facts. Their main argument is 
against the permission given towards polygamy in Islam. But 
many scholars who have gone through the pain in studying 
what Islam actually says have a different opinion. They agree, 
in general, that Islam's approach to polygamy is most balanced 
and rational and is based on the moral, psychological and 
physiological demands of men and women. 


Some of the eminent Western scholars who actually studied 
Islam, quite blatantly criticised Western and other self 
proclaimed writers for venting their opinion as facts. In her 
book "The Life and Teachings of Muhammad 4", Dr. Annie 
Besant, the renowned English leader of Theosophical 
Movement, says: "There is pretended monogamy in the West, 
but in reality, there is polygamy without responsibility; the 
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mistress is cast off when the man is weary of her ... the first 
lover has no responsibility for her future, and she is a hundred 
times worse off then the sheltered wife in a polygamous 
home." 


"When we see thousands of miserable women who crowd the 
streets of Western towns during the night, we must surely feel 
that it does not lie in the Western mouth to reproach Islam for 
polygamy. It is better for woman, happier for woman, more 
respectable for woman to live in polygamy, united to one man, 
only with a legitimate child in her arms and surrounded with 
respect, than to be seduced and then cast out into the streets 
perhaps with an illegitimate child outside the rule of law, 
uncared, unsheltered, to become victim of any passer-by, night 
after night, rendered incapable of motherhood despised by all." 


Annie Besant continues: "You can find others, stating that 
Islam is evil because it sanctions a limited polygamy. But you 
do not hear as a rule the criticism ... that monogamy with a 
blended mass of prostitution was hypocrisy and more 
degrading than a limited polygamy.... It must be remembered 
that the law of Islam in relation to women was until lately, 
when parts of it was imitated initiated in England, the most just 
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law, as far as women are concerned, to be found in the world. 
Dealing with property, rights of succession, cases of divorce, it 
was far beyond the law of the West, in the respect which was 
paid to the rights of women. Those things are forgotten while 
people are hypnotized by the words monogamy and polygamy 
and do not look at what lies behind it in the West - the frightful 
degradation of women..." 


Finally | shall finish this book with a statement by Sayyid 
Qutb, may Allah have mercy on him, who gave a very 
interesting definition about the civilized family. He said: "If the 
family is the basis of the society, and the basis of the family is 
the division of labour between husband and wife, and the 
upbringing of children is the most important function of the 
family, then such a society is indeed civilised." 


“In the Islamic system of life, this kind of a family provides the 
environment under which human values and morals develop 
and grow in the new generation; these values and morals 
cannot exist apart from the family unit. If, on the other hand, 
free sexual relationship and illegitimate children become the 
basis of a society, and if the relationship between man and 


woman is based on lust, passion and impulse, and the division 
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of work is not based on family responsibility and natural gifts; 
if the role of women is merely to be attractive, sexy and 
flirtatious, and if women are freed from their basic 
responsibility of bringing up children; and if, on her own or 
under social demand, she prefers to become a hostess or a 
stewardess in a hotel or ship or air company, thus using her 
ability for material productivity rather than the training of 
human beings, because material production is considered to be 
more important, more valuable and more honourable than the 
development of human character, then such a civilisation is 
‘backward’ from the human point of view, or ‘Jahili' in Islamic 
terminology.” 


“The family system and the relationship between the sexes 
determine the whole character of a society and whether it is 
backward or civilised, Jahili or Islamic. Those societies which 
give ascendance to physical desires and animalistic morals 
cannot be considered civilised, no matter how much progress 
they may make in industry or science. This is the only measure 
which does not err in guarding true human progress. In all 
modem Jahili societies, the meaning of ‘morality’ is limited to 
such an extent that all those aspects which distinguish man 
from animal are considered beyond its sphere. In these 
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societies, illegitimate sexual relationships even homosexuality, 
are not considered immoral. The meaning of ethics is limited to 
economic affairs or sometimes to political affairs which fall 


into the category of ‘government interests". 


"Among Jahili societies, writers and journalists advise both 
married and unmarried people that free sexual relationships are 
not immoral, However, it is immoral if a boy uses his partner, 
ora girl uses her partner, for sex, while feeling no love in his or 
her heart. It is bad if a wife continues to guard her chastity 
while her love for her husband has vanished; it is admirable if 
she finds another lover... From the point of view of ‘human 
progress, all such societies are not civilised but are backward. 
The line of human progress goes upward from animal desires 
toward higher values. To control the animal desires, a 
progressive society lays down the foundation of a family 
system in which human desires find satisfaction, as well as 
providing for the future generation to be brought up in such a 
manner that it will continue the human civilisation, in which 


human characteristics flower to their full bloom." 


"Obviously a society which intends to control the animal 
characteristics, while providing full opportunities for the 
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development and perfection of human characteristics, requires 
strong safeguards for the peace and stability of the family, so 
that it may perform its basic task free from the influences of 
impulsive passions. On the other hand, if in a society immoral 
teachings and poisonous suggestions are rampant, and sexual 
activity is considered outside the sphere of morality, then in 
that society the humanity of man can hardly find a place to 
develop. Thus, only Islamic values and morals, Islamic 
teachings and safeguards, are worthy of mankind, and form this 
unchanging and true measure of human progress, Islam is the 
real civilisation and Islamic society is truly civilised.” 
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The Prophet's wives 


Details and reasons 


A detailed study of his marriages # giving the causes, 
circumstances and object of each will certainly elucidate 


matters. 
1- As- Sayyida Khadija: 


The biography of the Prophet shows that he spent the prime of 
his youth in Makkah, where he could easily enjoy the pleasures 
of life, but he spent most of these days quietly, honestly, in 
contemplation and chastity. He did not marry or engage to be 
married until he was twenty-five years old when he married as- 
Sayyida Khadija, may Allah be pleased with her. 


She admired Mohammed's honesty and good conduct, she sent 
him her sister - or a friend according to other sources - to ask 
him: "Why don't you marry?” He answered "I have not got the 
money.” She said: "If you are spared that, and were invited to 


beauty wealth, and honour, would you accept?" 


He asked: “Who is she?" 
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She answered: "Khadija Bint Khuwailed.” 
He asked: "And how is this possible?" 
She said: "Leave it to me.” 


Allah's Messenger accepted the offer knowing that she was at 
least fifteen years older and that she was married twice before. 
When they were married, he did not feel this difference in age; 
the happiness, loyalty, good companionship they both felt and 
the joy they had in their sons and daughters made them 
overcome this difference. 


As-Sayyida Khadija gave him two boys, Al kasim and Abd 
Allah (surnamed At-Tahir) and At-Tayyib and four daughters, 
Zainab, Umm Kalthoom, Fatima and Rogayya. 


The Prophet 48 enjoyed the happiness of this conjugal life with 
As-Sayyida Khadija, he used to leave his home for several 
nights spending them in meditation and devotion in the cave of 
Hira. He was Keen on religious purification in that cave every 
year during the month of Ramadan and lived on the least of 
food sent to him there. 
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She was the first to believe in the message of Muhammad and 
to help establish Islam. She supported the cause of Islam in 
time of agony and hardship. Whenever the polytheists of 
Quraish opposed him, she always solaced and comforted him 
making things easy for him until she died. 


When the Prophet 48 received his first revelation he returned 
home to her shivering and frightened, she hugged and 
comforted him and said: "You have nothing to fear. Allah will 
never let you down; you are kind to your relations, you are 
honest and patient, you give the needy, you are generous to 
guests and you never fail to relieve those in distress.” Then she 
hurried to her cousin Waragah Ibn Nawfal, who had converted 
to Christianity, read the scriptures and listened to the people of 
the Taurah and the Bible. She told him about Muhammad and 
expressed her worry. Waraqah was silent for a moment, and 
then told her that what had befallen Muhammad was the great 
law that used to befall Moses; and he announced to her the 
good news that Muhammad would be the Prophet of that 
nation, and that he should be strong and not panic, Khadija 
returned to the Prophet and told him what Waraga had told her. 
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For twenty five years the Prophet lived with As-Sayyida 
Khadija, without taking another wife, when marrying several 
women was the common practice in Arabia, and when he was 
still a strong man, and she was getting older. When she was 
dead at the age of sixty-four or sixty- five, his grief was 
befitting a glorious loyal Prophet. 


2-Sawda Bint Zam'a Ibn Qais Ibn Abd Shams, 


She was among the first women to embrace Islam. Her 
husband, who was her cousin, As-Sakran Ibn Amr’ Ibn Abd 
Shams became a Muslim as well, By so doing, she rebelled 
against her uncle and her relatives, and she had to immigrate 
with her husband to Abyssinia during the second wave of 
immigration, fleeing from the persecution of the polytheists, 
When they retumed to Makkah, her husband died. 


Sawda was old, heavy and slow; she could never found a 
suitable man to marry her. She was of an honourable family 
and would not accept marrying below her rank. At the same 
time, she could not retum to her people after becoming a 
Muslim, unless she would renounce her new religion. 
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The Prophet #% honoured her by marrying her two years before 
the Hijra, although they did not live together until they reached 
Madinah, three years after the death of Khadija. 


This marriage was to protect Sawda against the persecution of 
her harsh people, to honour her being one of the first to be 
converted to Islam and to compensate for her perseverance in 
keeping her new religion and in sticking to her husband. On the 
other hand, it helped in reconciliating and uniting her people, 
who became the in-laws of the Prophet #. It was, therefore, an 
honourable marriage for the benefit of Islam, and not for 
pleasure or having children. 


We should also remember that Sawda was old, heavy and slow 
in movement and of a sharp temperament. She said to the 
Prophet #: "You have no obligation towards me. All I want is 
to become one of your wives and | willingly give way to 
Aishah". 


Allah's Messenger # kept Sawda until his death, leaving her 


with his other wives. 


3- Aisha Bint Abu Bakr, 
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She was the daughter of Abu Bakr, the Prophet's best and 
closest friend. He accompanied him in his Hijra and supported 
him in his Jihad. He often sacrificed his wealth and was ready 
to offer his life for the sake of Allah - thus he deserved to be 
his prime minister. The Prophet 4 decided to marry Aisha, may 
Allah be pleased with her, in order to show his appreciation to 
his best friend (Abu Bakr), to bring him closer to him and to 
bestow a greater honour upon him. 


The Prophet 4 married Aisha three years after the death of 
Khadija, when he felt he needed to get married. We already 
know that he married Sawda Bint Zam’a to befriend her people; 
besides she was quite old and conscious of her state, thus she 
relieved him of any obligation to her and declared that all she 
longed for was the honour of being one his wives. 


No matter how perfect the Prophet 4 might be, yet he was after 
all human and he had to marry. He never claimed to be an 
angel, and the Qur'an did not attribute to him more than it did 
to other Allah's Messengers before him. All humans chosen by 
the Almighty to communicate his injunctions, everyone of 
them married and had children. None of these Prophets 
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recommended monasticism. Their ultimate goal was to ensure 
the welfare of their people in this world and the hereafter. 


For three years after the death of Khadija, he #% remained a 
widower, so it was natural for him to marry again. Besides a 
wife was needed to look after is home, and create a pleasant 
atmosphere for him. 


And with her compassion and love, she could help with his 
message; thus Allah's saying in enumerating some of His 
blessings to his worshippers is justified: (and among His 
Signs is this, that He created for you wives from among 
yourselves, that you may find repose in them, and He has 
put between you affection and mercy }*’. Some might argue 
that he did not need to marry again as many Muslim men and 
women were willing to serve him but none of them could 
ensure the comfort and peace as a wife could; none of them 
would fulfil the aim of the holy verses as regards dwelling, 
compassion and mercy. 


Moreover his wives were given the opportunity to know more 


about the legislations and injunctions of Islam; to understand 


" Surat ar-Rum: Verse 21. 
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what was lawful, forbidden or permissible. They also learnt a 
lot of his traditions and later on after his death, they reported 
them to the companions and followers. 


Here we refer to the knowledge of Hadith, and this is clearly 
apparent in the detailed books of tradition and of legislation. A 
wife in the house of the Prophet 4 would encourage women to 
call on her to enquire about things related to their religion, just 
as men did. They asked Aisha about matters which they would 
feel embarrassed to ask the Prophet 4 himself about. Aisha 
was an intelligent woman, with a sharp memory, renowned for 
relating Hadith and for her skill in matters of religion. When 
the prominent companions faced a problem, they used to ask 
her and she always answered their queries satisfactorily. 


Abu Mussa Al-Ashari said: “Whenever we, the companions of 
Allah’s Prophet 4%, met with a Hadith that needed explanation, 
we asked Aisha, and we always found with her satisfactory 
answer”, Masruq said: "I have seen the leading companion of 
Muhammad # ask her about the ordinances of Islam”. Adh- 
Dhahabi said ; “She was one of the most prominent scholars 
among the companions; and the scholars among the 
companions of Allah’s Messenger 4 used to refer to her, Her 
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excellence was not confined to relating the Traditions and 
Islamic Legislations, but she was also eloquent and 


convincing.” 


She memorised many poems and Hisham Ibn Urwa said 
quoting his father: “I have not known anyone well versed in 
Islamic jurisprudence (Figh), medicine and poetry, than 
Aisha”. 


She was thus capable of understanding, comprehending and 
memorising the Prophetic traditions. She could also memorise 
many incidents of the private life of the Prophet 4% and his 
seclusions. She was better than any woman in comprehending 
legislations for special purposes. 


Thus the transmitters of Hadith recorded many of the Prophetic 
Traditions that she related, and wrote down many incidents she 
memorised. Scholars too referred to various views she was 


reported to have uttered. 


The marriage of the Prophet 4% to Aisha was for the sake of 
friendship and to create a comfortable atmosphere in his house. 
‘On the whole it was for the benefit of Islam and the Muslims of 
both sexes. 
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4—Hafsa: 


Hafsa was the daughter of his other supporter, his second 
minister Omar Ibn Al Khattab 4, When her first husband, Ibn 
Hudhafa Es-Sahmy, died of his wounds in the battle of Badr, 
Omar told his friend Abu Bakr about her, in case he would 
think of marrying her, but Abu Bakr did not answer, and omar 
was displeased. He suggested her name to his friend Othman 
Tbn Afan, whose wife Ruqaya, daughter of Allah’s Messenger 
had died, Othman said: “I do not want to marry for the time 
being”; he wanted to marry Umm Kalthoum, daughter of 
Allah’s Messenger; Omar felt hurt when his two friends Abu 
Bakr and Othman refused his daughter. 


He called on the Prophet 4% and complained to him of Abu 
Bakr and Othman. The Prophet 4 felt for Omar's feelings 
granted him more than what he had hoped for. Then he asked 
Omar for her hand, married her in the third year of the Hijra, 
and Othman married Umm Kalthoum. 


This marriage was therefore out of courtesy to keep up 
brotherly relations among the Prophet's best friends, who 
supported him in propagating and protecting his message. It 
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was an honour extended to Omar 4, the same as his marriage 
to Aisha was an honour extended to Abu Bakr 4. It was also 
an act of calming whatever hard feelings Omar might have had, 
as a result of the refusal of his two friends Abu Bakr and 
Othman. 


On the other hand, Hafsa herself was honoured by this 
marriage, consoled and compensated for the loss of her 
husband at the Battle of Badr. 


5 — Umm Salamah Hind Bint Abu Umayya Hudhaifa Ibn Al- 
Mugheira Al-Makhzoumi. 


The Prophet # married her in the second year of the Hijra, after 
the battle of Badr. She was the wife of Abu Salamah Abd Allah 
Tbn Abd Al-Asad Ibn Makhzoum. 


This lady was one of the first converts to Islam. She and her 
husband were the first to emigrate to Abyssinia, and when they 
returned home, they emigrated again to Madinah. Her husband 
took part in the battle of Badr and distinguished himself in the 
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battle; he then took part in the battle of Uhud and was fatally 
wounded. 


Abu Salamah was related to the Prophet 4% through his mother, 
Barra Bint Abdul Muttaleb, the aunt of Allah’s Prophet on his 
father’s side; he was also his foster brother, 


When her husband died, Umm Salamah was advanced in age 
and had many children, Abu Bakr and Omar proposed to her, 
but she refused. To console her for her deep grief over her 
husband loss and to look after her children, the Prophet 4 said 
to her: “Pray to Allah to giver you strength in your calamity 
and to compensate you well”, 


So she said: “And who would be better than Abu Salamh?’ The 
Prophet # married her and she knew he was better than Abu 
Salamah. He 4% looked after her and her children; arranged for 
her son Salamah to marry Umama Bint Hamza Ibn Abdul 
Muttaleb, whom Ali, Ja’afar and Zaid wanted to marry. 


When the Prophet 4 proposed to Umm Salamah, she said to 
him: "I have three qualities: 1 am old, | have many children and 
1am extremely jealous”. 


He %& answered her: “I am older than you are. As for the 
children, they are Allah’s charge, concerning jealousy, I pray to 


Allah to reliever you of it”, 


6 —ZainaKhoza, of Bani Amer Ibn Sa'sa’a 


In pre-Islamic time, she was called the “mother of the poor”. 
She was either married to Attofail Ibn Al-Harith Ibn Al- 
Mottalib, who died in the battle of Badr or to Abdullah Ibn 
Jahsh who was killed in the battle of Uhud. She was neither 


pretty nor young. 


The Prophet #% married her to protect her, to be kind to her 
children and to compensate her for the loss of her husband who 
was killed in the battle-field. He married her in the third year of 


the Hijra, and she died two or three months later. 
7- Juwairiyya Bint Al Harith Ibn Abu Darrar Al Khuza’iyya. 


Her father was the chief of Bani Al-Mustaliq; he rallied a large 
number of his followers to fight against the Prophet 4%, When 
the two forces met in the battle of Al- Muraisee’ or Bani Al- 
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Mustaliq in the fifth year of the Hijra, the Prophet 4 asked 
them to join Islam, but they refused. He, therefore, fought and 
conquered them. 


Juwairiyya, whose name was Barra, wife of Musafe Ibn 
Safwan Al Mustalaqi, was captured by Thabit Ibn Qais, He 
offered to free her for a ransom of seven ounces of gold, which 
she could not afford, thus she appealed to the Prophet #: "O 
Allah's Messenger! | am the daughter of Al-Harith Ibn Abu 
Darrar, chief of Bani Al Mustaliq, you are aware of my plight, 
I have been captured by Thabit Ibn Qais. 


The Prophet 4 said to her: “Would you wish for better?” She 
answered: “What could it be, Allah's Messenger?” He said: “I 
set you free and marry you”. She said: “Yes”. He said: “It is 


done”. 


The news of the Prophet's marriage to Bint Al-Harith spread 
among the people and commenting on it they said: “They are 
now the in-laws of the Prophet 4% and it is not proper to keep 
their women in captivity”. Thus the Muslims released their 
captives from Bani Al-Mustaliq. On that occasion Aisha said; 
“No woman has ever been a blessing to her people than 
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Juwairiyya. She was originally called Barra, the Prophet # 
called her Juwairiyya. 


Bani Al-Mustaliq embraced Islam, and became its ardent 
defenders after having been its bitter enemies. This clearly 
shows that the Prophet’s marriage to Juwairiyya was solely for 
the good of Islam and the power and glory of the Muslims, 
besides increasing the number of its supporters. 


8- Umm Habiba bint Abu Sufian Ibn Harb. 


Her maiden name was Ramla. She embraced Islam against her 
father’s wish, and emigrated to Abyssinia, with her husband, 
Ubaid Allah Ibn Jahsh. When her husband was converted to 
Christianity, he wanted her to follow his example. She refused 
to obey him, so he deserted her, and later he died. 


Her father was one of the strongest and bitterest enemies of the 
Prophet 4%, so how would the Prophet 4 reward a woman who 
become a Muslim against her father’s wish? How would he 
reward a woman who emigrated from Makkah to Abyssinia, 
fleeing with her faith, defying the suffering of alienation, the 
risk and the need of defending her religion? How would he 
reward a woman whose husband was converted to Christianity, 
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while they were both abroad and away from home, and wanted 
her to follow his example, and refusing to obey him, he 
deserted her and let her down? 


The Prophet 4 decided to reward her and to protect her by 
marrying her, when she was still in Abyssinia in the year six or 
seven (of the Hijra). He # wanted also to save her the 
embarrassment of exile, loneliness and poverty, and to soothe 
the heart of her father who was one of the leading polytheists 
and enemies of Islam. 


She did not retum form Abyssinia until the year of the truce 
with Khalid Ibn Saeed, in year seven of the Hijra, the day of 
the conquest of Khaibar. 


9- Zainab Bint Jahsh Ibn Ri’ab, descendant of Ibn 
Khozaima, 


She was the cousin of the Prophet 4, daughter of his aunt 
Umaima Bint Abd Al-Muttalib, The marriage of the Prophet # 
to Zainab was wrongly interpreted and some adversaries of 
Islam took the opportunity to attack Allah’s Prophet %, but 
their falsehoods were refuted. 
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‘The truth is that Zaid Ibn Haritha Al Kalbi was a slave during 
the Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic period). Khadija Bint Khuwailed 
bought him and offered him to Allah's Messenger 4; who 
adopted him in Makkah, before the Revelation of the Message. 
Zaid was eight years old at that time. 


Zaid’s father, Haritha, knew of his son’s whereabouts and set 
out to redeem him. He met the Prophet 4% who said to him: “Let 
him choose, if he chooses you, he is yours, if he chooses me, I 


will not fail him”. 


Zaid recognised his father and his uncle, but he chose to stay 
with Allah's Messenger. Hence Allah's Messenger took Zaid 
to the public square and called the people to witness that Zaid 
was his adopted son and that they would inherit each other, 
Haritha and his brother were contented, and Zaid was known to 
be the son of Muhammad, until Islam dawned upon the world 
and the Almighty said what means: (Name them after their 
fathers) (33, V. 5) Zaid was, henceforth, called Zaid Ibn 
Haritha, and all adopted children were called after their fathers. 


The Prophet # learned by revelation, as explained later, that 
Zaid would marry Zainab, then divorce her, to be married 
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afterwards to the Prophet #, aiming at refuting what was 
customary among the Arabs. 


The Prophet 4 asked his cousin Zainab to marry Zaid, but she 
refused, and so did her brother Abd Allah, on the ground that 
she was of a noble family while Zaid was a slave, freed by the 
Prophet 4. 


The Almighty sent down the following sign which means: 
(And it is not for a believer, man or woman, to have any 
choice in their affairs when Allah and his Messenger have 
decreed an injunction; and whoever disobeys Allah and His 
Messenger, errs with palpable error) (33.V.36) 


Thus Zainab and her brother had to submit to the will of Allah 
and His Messenger. She married Zaid and Allah's Messenger 
paid her dowry instead of Zaid. The dowry was sixty dirham, a 
veil, a long wrapper and a shawl, as well as fifty loads of 
provisions and thirty loads of dates. 


Zainab could not overcome her pride, and was constantly 
boasting about her noble family, treating her husband harshly 
and hurting his feelings. It was even said that she denied him 
his right to touch her. 
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One day he came to the Prophet # and said: “O Allah's 
messenger, Zainab is becoming very harsh and I want to 
divorce her”. Allah’s Messenger said: “keep your wife, fear 
Allah and do not divorce her”, 


The Prophet 4 knew by revelation that Zaid would eventually 
divorce Zainab, and that he would marry her, thus a wise and 
divine legislation was set repealing what was customary among 
the Arabs forbidding the father to marry the ex-wife of his 
adopted son, considering her to be in the same position as the 


wife of a son. 


The Prophet's marriage to Zainab took place in year five of the 
Hijra and it was a good precedent. Nobody but the Prophet 4 
was capable of repealing such a precedent in force for several 
generations. Such repeal would need a strong and positive 
action to draw the attention of the people to the new legislation. 
Thus it was necessary that the Qur'an should come down with a 
sign forbidding this custom and asking the Prophet 4% to give 


the example himself. 


Some may wonder why does the Qur'an forbid a precedent and 
ask the Prophet 48 to give an example. Such law of precedence 
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‘was so strong and established that nothing could repeal it but a 
legislation to be executed by the Messenger himself. He 
protects the religion and could give the example, 


‘The Prophet 4 did not reveal, neither to Zaid nor to anybody 
else, what he had learnt by Revelation; he was afraid of gossip 
and felt the awkward situation. Allah the Almighty blamed His 
Prophet # for keeping to himself what he had learnt by 
Revelation, fearing the people when he should only fear Allah. 
He should do what Allah told him to do; thus when Zaid 
complained to him, he should have kept silent or left the matter 
to Zaid’s discretion, 


The Almighty said in this respect what means; (And 
remember, when you said to him unto whom Allah have 
shown favour, and to whom you also had shown favour, 
keep your wife to yourself, and fear Allah; and you did hide 
in your mind what Allah would bring to light, and you did 
fear man, but more right had it been to fear Allah. And 
when Zaid had made up his mind to divorce her, we 
married her to you, that it might not be a crime for the 
faithful to marry the wives of their adopted sons, when they 
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have settled their affairs. And the best of Allah is to be 
performed). 


The blame was followed by a declaration that the Prophet 4 
was not to blame if he executed what Allah ordered him to do; 
this was the way previous Prophets behaved. Allah's order is 
final and must not be questioned, Previous Prophets followed 
the divine path as shown to them; they used to convey His 


Message, fear Him alone, and no one else. 


The Almighty said what means; (There is no blame on the 
Prophet in that which Allah has made legal for him, Such 
was the way of Allah with those Prophets who have passed 
away of old. And the Command of Allah is a fixed decree; 
those who convey the message of Allah and fear him, and 
fear none but Allah. And Sufficient is Allah as a Reckoner) 
(33: Verses 38-39), 


With the help of this decisive legislation, enacted by Allah's 
messenger, the Qur'an decreed the relation between a man and 
his adopted child, between a man and the wife of his adopted 
son, It is clear that an adopted son is different from a real one, 


although the Arabs used to consider him as such. 
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Meanwhile a man cannot be the son of two men: his real father 
and his foster father. He can be the son of only one man; the 
one who begot him, and whose name he should bear. Thus the 
adopted son does not inherit the man who adopted him, and the 
ex-wife of the adopted son is not forbidden to marry the foster 
father of her ex-husband. In this respect Allah 4 said what 
Means: (Allah has not made for any man two hearts in his 
(one) body: nor has He made your wives whom you divorce 
by Zihar your mothers: nor has He made your adopted sons 
your sons. Such is (only) your (manner of) speech by your 
mouths. But Allah tells (you) the Truth and He shows the 
(right) Way. Call them by (the names) of their fathers: that 
is more just in the sight of Allah but if you know not their 
father's (names, call them) your Brothers in faith and your 
freed slaves, But there is no blame on you if you make a 
mistake therein: (what counts is) the intention of your 
hearts: and Allah is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful) (33: 4- 
5). 


The marriage of Allah's Messenger to Zainab, however, was 
compensation to her, for submitting to the decree of Allah and 
his messenger by accepting to marry Zaid, the freed slave, 
despite her noble descent and her high position in society. 
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To those who spread seditious rumours and believe in 
falsehoods, the following questions are set: 


1- Did not the Prophet 4% know Zainab his cousin and how 
beautiful she was? Was not he the one that gave her in 


marriage to Zaid, and even compelled her to do so? 


2- Why did he wed Zainab to Zaid and did not marry her 
himself considering that had he wanted, it would have been 
easy for him? 


3 - Would it not be more becoming his social position to marry 
his cousin first, than to marry her as the divorcee of his freed 


slave? 


4 - Is it possible that the Prophet # should feel embarrassed by 
that marriage, which Allah decreed, keep it a secret, and fear 
people's talk, when they accused him of admiring the beauty of 


his follower's wife then marry her? 


5 - How could the Prophet #, with his heavy responsibilities, 


have the time for such admiration? 
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There is no doubt that this marriage was decreed by Allah 38 to 
legalise what people forbade. The glorious Qur'anic verses 
reveal the whole truth and define the aim of that marriage, thus 
refuting the false allegations of the ignorant and the 
exaggerations of the adversaries of Islam. 


10 - Safiyya Bint Hayy Ibn Akhtab: 


Her father was the chief of Bani An-Nadir. She was a Jewess, 
married twice to two Jews, Sallam Ibn Mashkam and Kenana 
Ibn Al Rabie’ Ibn Abul Hakik, She was among the captives 
during the battle of Khaibar in the year seven, and when 
Dohayya Al-kalby asked Allah's Prophet for a woman of the 
captives, he offered him one; Safiyya. When the companions 
of the Prophet knew about this, they came to him and said: "O 
Allah's Messenger, Safiyya is the daughter of the chief of Bani 
Quraydha and Bani An-Nadeir, and you are the only one fit for 
her.” 


The Prophet % told Dohayya to take another captive, and asked 
her to choose between going back to her people or to be set 
free and marry him. She preferred to marry him. 


When Safiyya was the wife of Kinana, she had a dream in 
which she saw the moon fall down into her lap. She told her 
husband about the dream and he sarcastically commented! 
“The only interpretation of this dream is that you wish to marry 
the king of Hijaz, Muhammad.” So saying, he slapped her on 
the face so strongly that her eyes were swollen. 


When she was summoned to the Prophet #% he noticed her 
swollen eyes, he asked her about them. The Prophet was not to 
blame for protecting a captive, the daughter of a chief, had she 
been destined to someone else, she would have remained the 
rest of her life tormented by a feeling of bitterness, shame and 
degradation. One day the Prophet 4 entered her room and saw 
her crying, when he asked her the reason she answered; "I have 
been told that Aisha and Hafsa are speaking badly of me. They 
say that they are better than Safiyya because they are cousins 
and wives of Allah's Messenger”. The Prophet 4% then said: 
"How about saying to them: "How come when my father is 
Harun, my uncle is Moses and my husband is Muhammad?" 


On the other hand, there is no harm on the Prophet marrying a 
captive, after giving her the choice of freedom and returning to 
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her folk, or marrying him. Safiyya was renowned for her 
wisdom, intelligence and kindness. 


11- Maymouna Bint Al Harith: 


When her second husband died, Al-Abbas Ibn abd Al Muttallib 
went to see the Prophet #% when he was performing the minor 
hajj and said to him: "O Allah’s messenger, Maymouna Bint Al 
Harith is a widow, will you marry her? The Prophet 4 agreed. 


In another version: when the Prophet % finished with Khaibar, 
he went to Makkah to visit the great house in year seven, Jaafar 
Ibn Abi Taleb, returning from Abyssinia, came to him and 
suggested he would marry Maymouna bint Al Harith who 
accepted and he married her to the Prophet #%. There are several 
points to be considered concerning this marriage: 


A) One of her sisters was the wife of Al Abbas, the Prophet's 
uncle, and one of her half-sisters was the wife of Jaafar Ibn 
Abu Talib and another one was the wife of Hamza, the 
Prophet's uncle also. Al Abbas, Jaafar and Hamza were among 
the closest kin to Allah's messenger and the dearest to him. 
They were also among the most loyal to him and to Islam. 
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B) Both Al Abbas, the Prophets uncle, and Jaafar, his cousin, 
offered to marry her to him thus honouring Maymouna as well 
as themselves, The Prophet’s generosity, his affection and 
loyalty to his friends and companions would not make him 


reject such an offer. 


C) Both her sisters and half-sisters were wives of noble men, 


and such an alliance would support and benefit Islam. 


D) The lady could not attract suitors, because she was married 


twice before. 


E) It was she who offered to marry the Prophet. On that 
occasion the Almighty said what means: (O prophet! We 
have made lawful to you your wives to whom you have paid 
their dowers; and those whom your right hand possesses 
out of the prisoners of war whom Allah has assigned to 
you; and daughters of your paternal uncles and aunts and 
daughters of your maternal uncles and aunts who migrated 
(from Makkah) with you; and any believing woman who 
dedicates her soul to the Prophet if the Prophet wishes to 
wed her this only for you and not for the Believers (at 
large); We know what We have appointed for them as to 
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their wives and the captives whom their right hands possess 
in order that there should be no difficulty for you. And 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving Most Merciful) (33: Verse 50). 


This marriage was a support to Islam and the Muslims. When 
she married, her name was Barra but the Prophet called her 
Maymouna. 


12- Maria, the Copt: 


In the year six the Prophet 4 delegated Hateb Ibn Abu Balta’a 
to deliver a letter to Al- Mugawgas, the governor of Alexandria 
and Egypt, to invite him to embrace Islam, Al Mugawqas gave 
the Prophet’s delegate a great reception and sent several 
presents to Allah's Messenger. The Copt Maria, was his 
personal present to the Prophet 4%. 


He a could not refuse his present when he was doing his best 
to propagate Islam, gain the sympathy of the people and rally 
as many supporters as possible. 


Maria was sent to him personally and the Prophet #% could 
neither send her back nor offer her to somebody else. Had he 
done that, he would have hurt the feelings of Al Mugawgas and 
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Maria. He would be either refusing the present or too haughty 
to accept it, He had to marry her to please them both, and to be 
an example of a Muslim marrying a believer in the scriptures; 
such marriage would be an advantage to Islam and an effective 


means to its propagation 
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